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Having  laid  before  the  reader  the  causes 
alledged  for  declaring  the  war,  I  proceed 
next  to  republish  the  protest  of  the  minori¬ 
ty,  on  that  lamentable  occasion.  The  peace 
>vhich  has  recently  been  concluded,  will 
prove  w’hether  tlie  views  of  the  administra- 
iipib  or  the  minority  were  most 

It!  truth  it  is  icarcely  possible  to 
recur  to  a  page  of  the  records  of  this  disas¬ 
trous  war,  witliout  disgust  and  horror. 

AN  ADDRESS 

Of  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  to  their  constituents,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

The  under  si  pied,  members  of  the  house  tf  re- 
presentativesy  to  their  constituents, 

A  republic  has  for  its  basis  the  capacity 
arid  right  of  the  people  to  govern  them¬ 
selves.  A  main  i)riacij)!e  of  a  repj*e8enta- 
tive  republic  is  the  responsibility  of  the  re¬ 
presentatives  to  their  constituents.  Free¬ 
dom  and  publicity  of  debate  are  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  such  forms  of  govern- 
♦nent.  Every  arbitrary  abridgement  of  the 
tight  of  speech  in  representatives,  is  a  di¬ 
rect  infringement  of  the  liberty  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Every  unnecessary  concealment  of 
their  proceedirigs,  an  approximation  to¬ 
wards  tyranny.  When,  by  systematic  rules, 
ft  raiyority  takes  to  itself  the  right  at  its 
pleasure,  of  limiting  speech,  Or  denying  it 
together ^  when  secret  sessions  mu jtiply ; , 
had  in  proportion  to  the  inumrtance  of  ques¬ 
tions,  is  Uie  studious  concealment  of  debate, 
a  people  may  be  assured,  that,  such  practi¬ 
ces  continuing,  their  freedom  is  but  short 
lived. 

Reflections,  such  as  these  have  been  for¬ 
ced  upon  the  attention  of  tlie  undersigned, 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  events  of  the  pre- 
•ent  session  of  congress.  They  have  wit¬ 
nessed  a  principle  adopted  as  the  law  of 
the  house,  by  which,  under  a  novel  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  previous  question,  a  power  is 
a«^raed  by  the  majority  to  deny  the  previ- 

lege  of  speech,  at  any  stage,  and  under  any 
toL.  HI.  £  e 


circumstances  of  debate.  And  recently,  by 
aii  unprecedented  assumption,  the  right  to 
give  reasons  for  an  original  motion  ha^ 
been  made  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  the 
majority* 

Principles  riiore  hostile  than  these  to  the 
existence  of  representative  liberty,  cannot 
easily  be  conceived.  It  is  not,  however, 
on  these  accounts,  weighty  as  they  are,  that 
the  undeiwigned  have  tindertaken  this  ad¬ 
dress;  A  Sulyect  of  higher  and  mc^  im¬ 
mediate  iittportaDCp  impels  them  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  duty. 

The  morheiitous  question  of  war  with 
Great  Britain,  is  deckled;  On  this  topic,  so 
vital  to  your  interests,  tlie  right  of  public 
debate,  in  the  face  of  the  world  and  especi¬ 
ally  of  their  constituents,  has  been  denied 
to  your  representatives.  They  have  been 
called  into  secret  session,  on  this  most  inte¬ 
resting  of  all  your  public  relations,  although 
the  circumstances  of  the  times  arid  of  the 
nation,  afforded  no  one  reason  for  secrecy, 
unless  it  be  found  in  the  apprehension  of  the 
effect  of  public  debate,  on  public  opinion  ; 
or  of  public  opinion  on  the  result  of  the 
vote. 

Except  the  message^Tthe  president  of 
the  United  States,  whicV*  before  the 
public,  nothing  confidential  was  communi¬ 
cated.  That  message  contained  no  fact 
not  previously  known.  No  one  reason  for 
war  was  intimated,  but  such  as  was  of  a  na¬ 
ture  public  and  notorious.  The  intentioa 
to  wage  war  and  invade  Canada,  had  beeii 
long  since  openly  avowed.  The  object  of 
menace  had  been  ostenta^ouiiy  aft- 
nounced.  The  inadequacy  of  bpth  our  ar¬ 
my  and  navy,  for  successful  invasion,  and 
the  insufficiency  of  the  fortiflcations  for  the 
security  of  our  seaboard  were,  every  where 
known.  Yet  the  doors  of  congress  were 
shut  upon  the  people.  They  have  been 
carefully  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  progreaft 
of  measures,  until  the  purposes  of  admini¬ 
stration  were  consumal^,  and  the  fate  of 
the  country  sealed.  Iii  a  situation  so  extra¬ 
ordinary,  the  undersigned  have  deemed  it 
their  dirty  by  no  act  of  theirs  to  sanction  a 
proceetling,  so  novel  and  arbitrary.  On  the 
contrary,  they  made  every  attempt,  iii  theif 
power  to  obtain  publicity  for  their  proceed^ 
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in^.  All  such  attem[)ts  were  vain.  When 
this  momentous' subject  was  stateii,  .  s  for 
flebate;  tiiej  deinauiied  that  the  doors  should 
I  e  opened. 

This  being  refused,  they  declined. discus 
•ioii:  being  perfectly  convinced,  from  indi¬ 
cations,  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood,*  that 
in  ^  the  house,  all  argument,  with  closed 
‘doors,  was  hopeless;  and  that  any  act,  giv¬ 
ing  implied  validity  to  so  flagrant  an  abus*' 
of  power,  would  be  little  less  than  treachery 
to  the  essential  rights  of  a  free  people.  In 
the  situation  to  which  the  undersigned  have 
tlius  been  reduced,  they  are  compelled  re¬ 
luctantly  to  resort  to  this  public  declaration 
•f  such  views  of  the  state  and  relations  d’ 
the  country,  as  determined  their  judgment 
wd  vote  upon  the  question  of  war.  A 
measure  of  this  kind  has  ap()eared  to  the 
undersigned  to  be  more  imperiously  <le- 
manded  by  the  circumstances  of  a  message 
and  manifesto  being  prepared,  and  circu* 
lated  at  public  expense,  in  which  the  causes 
for  war  were  enumerated  and  the  motives 
lor  it  concentrated,  in  a  manner  suited  to 
agitate  and  influence  the  public  mind.  In 
executing  this  task,  it  will  be  the  study  of 
the  undersigned  to  reconcile  the  great  duty 
they  owe  to  the  people,  with  that  constitu¬ 
tional  respect,  which  is  due  to  the  adminis¬ 
trators  of  public  concerns. 

In  commencing  this  view  of  our  affairs, 
the  undersigned  would  fail  in  duty  to  them- 
eel  ves,  did  they  refrain  from  recurring  to 
.the  course,  in  relation  to  public  measures, 
which  they  adopted  and  have  undeviating- 
ly  pursued  from  the  commencement  of  this 
long  and  eventful  session ;  in  which  they 
deliberately  sacrificed  every  minor  consi¬ 
deration  to,  what  they  deemed,  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  the  country., 

For  a  succession  of  years  the  undersigned 
have  from  principle  disapproved,  a  series  of 
restrictions  upon  commerce,  according  to 
their  estimation,  inefficient  as  respected  fo¬ 
reign  nations  and  injurious,  chiefly,  to  our- 
ielves.  Success,  in  the  system,  had  be¬ 
come  identified  with  the  pride,  the  charac¬ 
ter,  and  the  hope  of  our  cabinet.  As  is  na¬ 
tural  with  aien,  wha  have  a  great  stake  on 
the  success  of  a  favorite  theory,  pertinacity 
seemed  to  increase  as  its  hopelessness  be¬ 
came  apparent.  As  the  inefficiency  of  this 
system  could  not  be  admitted  by  its  advo¬ 
cates,  without  ensuring  its  abandonment,  ill 
success,  was  carefully  attributed  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  opposition. 

To  this,  cause  the  people  were  taught  to 


charge  its  successiv'C  failures  and  not  to  flit 
ini  insic  imbecility.  In  this  state  of  things 
I  he  umlersigned  deemed  it  proper,  to  liikc 
awaj^  all  apology  for  adherence  to  this  op¬ 
pressive  system.  They  were  desirous,  at  a 
(leriod  s(»  criiical  in  public  affairs,  as  far  as 
uas  consistent  with  the  independence  of 
oj»inion,  to  conlriliute  to  the  restoration  of 
harmony  in  the  public  councils,  and  concord 
among  the  |)eople.  And  if  any  advatitage 
conM  be  thus  obtained  in  our  foreign  rela¬ 
tions,  the  undt  rsfgned,  being  engaged,  in  no 
purpose  of  personal  <>r  party  advancement, 
would  rejoice  in  such  an  occurrence. 

The  course  of  public  measures  also,  at  the 
OT)ening  of  the  session,  gave  hope  that  en¬ 
larged  and  enlightened  system  of  defence, 
with  provision,  for  security  of  our  maritime 
rights,  w  as  about  to  he  commenced  ;  a  pur¬ 
pose,  which,  wheri  ver  found,  they  deemed 
it  their  duty  to  foster,  by  giving  to  any  sys¬ 
tem  of  measures,  thus  com^»^ehensi^  e,  as 
unobstructed  a  course  as  was  consistent  with 
their  general  sense  of  puldic  duty.  After  a 
course  of  policy,  thus  liberal  and  conciliato¬ 
ry,  it  was  cause  of  regret  that  a  communi¬ 
cation  should  have  been  purchased  by  aa 
unprecedented  expenditure  of  secret  service 
mone}" ;  and  used  by  the  chief  magistrate, 
to  disseminate  suspicion  aud  jealousy  f  and 
excite  resentment,  among  the  citizens,  by 
suggesting  imputations  against  a  portion  of 
them,  as  unmerited  by  their  patriotism,  as 
unwarranted  by  evidence. 

It  has  always  been  the  opinion  of  the  un¬ 
dersigned,  that  a  system  of  peace  was  the 
policy,  which  most  comported  with  the  cha¬ 
racter,  condition  and  interests  of  the  United 
States;  that  their  remoteness  from  the  thea¬ 
tre  of  contest,  in  Euror^e,  was  their  peculiar 
felicity,  and  that  nothing  but  a  necessity, 
absolutely  imperious,  should  imluce  them  t® 
enter  as  parties  into  wars,  in  which  every 
consideration  of  virtue  and  policy  seems  to 
be  forgotten,  under  the  overbearing  sway  of 
rapacity  and  ambition.  There  is  a  new  era 
in  human  affairs.  The  European  world  is 
convulsed.  The  advantages  of  our  own  si¬ 
tuation  are  peculiar.  “  Why*  quit  our  ow« 
to  stand  upon  foreign  ground  ?  Why,  by  in- 
terw caving  our  destiny  with  that  of  any 
part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and  pros¬ 
perity  in  the  toils  of  European  ambition, 
rivalship, ^interests  humour,  or  caprice?” 

In  addition  to  the  many  moral  and  pru¬ 
dential  considerations,  which  should  deter 
thoughtful  men  from  hastening  into  the  p«* 

♦  Washington. 
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Vil^  such  a  war,  there  were  some  peculiar'  ration  of  war,  which  adds  the  British  to  the 
to  the  United  States,  resulting  from  Uie  tex-  number  of  enemies  ? 
lure  of  the  government,  in  no  small  de-  As  “  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions 
gree  experimental,  composed  of  powerful  mankind”  has  not  induced  the  two  houses  of 
and  independent,  sovereignties  associated  congress  to  concur  in  declaring  the  reasons, 
in  relations,  some  of  which  are  critical;  as  or  motives,  for  their  enacting  the  declara- 
well  as  novel ;  should  not  be  hastily  preci-  tion  of  war,  the  undersigned  and  the  public 
pitated  into  situations  calculated  to  put  to  are  left  to  search,  elsewhere,  for  causes  ei- 
trial,  the  strength  of  the  moral  bond,  by  ther  real  or  ostensible.  If  we  are  to  consi- 
which  they  are  united.  Of  all  states,  that  der  the  president  of  the  Uhited  States,  and 
of  war  is  most  likely  to  call  into  activity  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
the  passions,  which  are  hostile  and  danger-  lives,  on  foreign  relations,  as  speaking  on 
ous  to  such  a  form  of  government;  Time  this  solemn  occasion,  for  congress,  the  U- 
is  yet  important  to  our  country  to  settle  and  nited  States  have  three  princi  »al  topics  of 
mature  its  recent  institutions.  Above  all,  complaint  against  Great  Britain.  Imoress- 
it  appeare<l  to  the  undersigned  from  signs  ments  ; — blockades ; — and  orders  in  COun- 
not  to  l>€  mistaken,  that  if  we  entereil  uooii  cih 

tliis  war,  we  did  it  as  a  divided  people  ;  not  Concerning  the  Subject  of  imnreSsment, 
only  from  a  sense  of  the  inadequacy  of  our  the  undersigned  sympathize  with  ournnfor- 
means  to  success,  hut  from  moral  and  politi-  tunate  seamen',  the  victims  of  this  abuse  of 
cal  objections  of  great  weight  and  very  ge-  power,  and  participate  in  the  national  sensi- 
neral  influence.  hility,  on  their  account.  They  do  notcon- 

It  appears  to  the  undersigned,  that  the  ceal/or  ihemselv'es  both  i^s  im|>ortance 
wrongs,  of  which  the  United  States  have  to  jijfficulty ;  and  they  are  Well  aware  how 
complain,  although  In  some  res{)ects,  very  stubborn  *s  the  w  ill  and  how  blind  theMsion 
grievous  to  our  interests,  and,  in  many,  hu-  powerful  nations,  when  great  interests 
niiliating  to  our  pride,  were  yet  of  a  nature,  controversy, 

which  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  .  before  a  resort  to  war  for  such 

either  would  not  justify  war,  or  which  war  a  moral  nation  will  consider 

would  not  remedy.  Thus  for  instance;  the  ^hat  is  just,  and  a  wise  nation  what  is 
hovering  of  British  vessels  upOn  our  coasts,  If  the  exercise  of  any  right  to 

and  the  occasional  insults  to  our  ports,  im-  ^  extent  of  its  abstract  nature,  be  in- 
periously  demanded  such  a  systematical  aj>-  ^^^^sisteut  with  the  safety  of  another  nation, 
plication  of  harbour  and  sea  coast  defence,  Jtiorality  seems  to  require  that,  in  practice, 
as  would  repel  such  aggressions,  but  in  no  in  this  respect,  be  mo- 

light  can  they  be  considered  as  making  a  proposed  to  vindicate  any 

resort  to  war,  at  the  present  time,  on  the  ti^tnands  that  it  should 

part  of  the  United  States,  either  necessary  ^  nature,  by  war  to  be  obtained.  The 
nr  expedient.  So  also,  with  respect  to  the  J^ii^^ests  connected  with  the  subject  of  im- 
Indian  war,  of  the  origin  of  w  hich,  but  very  ^^e^  unquestionably  great  to  both 

imiierfect  information  has  as  yet  been  given  of^bstract 

to  the  public.  Without  any  exjjiress  act  of  ** 

congress,  an  expedition  was ^‘st  year  set  on  ^  ^ 

foot,  and  prosecuted  into  IimiSn  terrritory,  government  of  the  United  states 

which  had  been  relinquished  by  treaty,  on  broad  principle  that  the -flair  of 

the  part  of  the  United  States.  ^l^®***  merchant  vessels  shall  protect  the  ma¬ 

riners.  This  privilege  is  claimed,  although 
And^  now  we  are  told  about  the  agency  every  person  on  board,  except  the  capUin, 
of  British  traders,  as  to  Indian  hostilities,  may  be  an  alien.  - 

It  deserves  consideration,  whether  there  has  The  British  government  asserts  that  the 
been  such  ])rovident  attention,  as  would  allegiance  of  their  subjects  is  inalienable,  in 
have  been  proper  to  remove  any  cause  of  time  of  war,  and  that  their  seamen,  foniulM 
complaint,  either  real  or  imaginary,  which  the  sea,  the  common  highway  of  nations, 
the  Indians  might  allege,  and  to  secure  their  shall  not  be  protected,  by  the  flag  of  private 
friendship.  With  all  the  sympathy  and  merchant  vessels. 

anxiety  excited  by  the  state  of  that  fron-  The  undersigned  deem  it  unnecessary 
tier ;  important  as  it  may  be,  to  apply  ade-  here  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  Ameri- 
quate  means  of  protection,  against  the  In-  can  claim,  for  the  immunity  of  their  flag, 
dians,  how  is  its  safety  ensured  by  a  d.ecla-  But  they  cannot  refrain  from  viWing  it  aa 
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a  principle,  of  a  nature  very  broad  and 
com^^rehensive;  to  the  abuse  of  wiiich,  the 
temptations  are  strong  and  numerous.  And 
they  do  maintain  that,  before  the  calamb 
ties  of  war,  in  vindication  of  such  a  princi¬ 
ple  be  incurred,  and  the  means  of  negotia¬ 
tion  should  be  exhausted,  and  that  also  eve- 
ry  practicable  attem[)t  should  be  made  to 
regulate  the  exercise  of  the  rigid;  so  that 
the  acknowledged  injury,  resulting  to  other 
nations,  should  be  checked,  if  not  prevent¬ 
ed;  They  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
peace  of  this  happy  and  rising  community 
should  not  be  abandoned,  for  the  sake  of 
affording  facilities  to  cover  French  proper¬ 
ty  ;  or  to  employ  British  seamen. 

The  claim  of  Great  Britain  to  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  her  seamen,  is  neither  novel,  nor 
peculiar.  The  doctrine  of  allegiance  for 
which  she  contends;  is  common  to  all  the 
governments  of  Europe.  France,  as  well 
as  England,  had  maintained  it  for  centuries. 
Both  nations  claim,  in  time  of  war,  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  their  sul)jects.  Both  by  decrees 
forbid  their  entering  into  foreign  employ. 
Both  recall  them  by  proclamation. 

No  man  can  doubt  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  French  marine,  if  American 
merchant  vessels  were  met  at  sea,  having 
French  seamen  on  board,  France  would 
take  them.  Will  any  man  believe  that  the 
United  States  would  go  to  war  against 
France,  on  this  account  ? 

For  very  obvious  reasons,  this  principle 
occasions  little  collision  with  France,  or 
with  any  other  nation,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  closely  assimilated  in 
blood,  language,  Intercourse,  habits,  dress, 
manners  and  character.  When  Britain  is 
at  war  and  the  United  States  neutral,  the 
merchant  service  of  the  United  States, 
holds  out  to  British  seamen,  temptations 
almost  irresistible ;  high  wages  and  peace¬ 
ful  employ,  instead  of  low  wages  and  war 
service;  safety,  in  lieu  of  hazard;  entire 
independence,  in  the  place  of  qualihed  ser¬ 
vitude. 

That  England  whose  situation  is  insular, 
who  is  engaged  in  a  war  apparently  for  ex¬ 
istence,  whose  seamen  are  her  bulwark, 
«hould  look  upon  the  effect  of  our  principle 
upon  her  safety,  with  jealousy,  is  inevita¬ 
ble  ;  and  that  she  will  not  hazard  the  prac¬ 
tical  consequences  of  its  unregulated  exer¬ 
cise,  is  certain.  The  question,  therefore, 
presented,  directly,  for  the  decision  of  the 
thoughtful  and  virtuous  mind,  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  is — whether  war,  for  such  an  abstract 
right  be  justifiable,  before  attempting  to 


guard  against  its  injurious  tendency  by  le¬ 
gislative  regulation  in  failure  of  treaty. 

A  dubious  right  should  be  advancetl  with 
hesitation.  An  extreme  right  should  be 
asserted  with  discietion.  Moral  duty  re^ 
quires  that  a  nation,  before  it  appeals  to 
arms,  should  have  been  not  only  true  to 
itself,  but  that  it  should  have  failed  in  no 
duty  to  others.  If  the  exercise  of  a  right 
in  an  unregulated  manner,  be  in  effect  a 
standing  invitation  to  the  subjects  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  power  to  become  deserters  and  traitors, 
is  it  no  injury  to  that  t)ower  ? 

Certainly  moral  obligation  demands  that 
the  right  t»f  fl.ig,  like  all  other  human  rights, 
should  be  so  used,  as,  that  while  it  protects 
^^hat  is  our  owu,  it  should  not  injure  what  is 
another’s.  In  a  practical  view,  and  so  long 
as  the  right  of  flag  is  restrained,  by  no  re¬ 
gard  to  the  undeniable  interests  of  others,  a 
war,  on  account  of  impressments,  is  only  a 
war  for  the  right  of  employing  British  sea¬ 
men  on  board  American  merchant  vessels. 

The  claim  of  Great  Britain  pretends  to 
no  further  extent  than  to  take  British  sea¬ 
men  from  private  merchant  vessels.  1  n  the 
exercise  of  this  claim  her  officers  take  Ame¬ 
rican  seamen,  and  foreign  seamen,  in  the 
American  service ;  and  although  she  dis¬ 
claims  such  abuses,  and  proffers  redress, 
wlien  known,  yet  undoubtedly  grievous  in¬ 
juries  have  resulted  to  tlie  seamen  of  the 
United  Stales — But  the  question  is,  can  war 
be  pro  er  for  such  cause  before  all  hope  of 
reasonable  accommodation  has  failed  ?  Even 
after  the  extinguishment  of  such  hope,  can  it 
be  proper  until  our  own  practice  be  so  re¬ 
gulated  as  to  remove  in  such  foreign  nation, 
any  reason.Mble  apprehension  of  injury  ? 

'fhe  undersigned  are  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  employment  of  British  seamen,  in 
the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States, 
is  as  little  reconcilable  with  the  permanent 
t's  the  present  interest  of  the  United  Stales. 
The  encouragement  of  foreign  seamen  is  the 
discouragement  of  the  native  American.' 

The  duly  of  government  towards  this  va¬ 
luable  class  of  men,  is  not  only  to  protect 
but  to  patronise  them.  And  this  cannot  be 
done  more  effectually,  than  by  seturing  to 
American  citizens  the  privileges  of  Ameri¬ 
can  navigation. 

The  question  of  impressment,  like  every 
other  question  relative  to  commerce,  hail 
been  treated  in  such  a  manner'  that  what 
was  possessed  is  lost  without  obtaining  what 
was  sought.  Pretensions,  right  in  theory, 
and  important  interests,  urged,  without  due 
consideration  of  our  relative  power,  have 
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eventuated  in  a  practical '  abandonment, 
both  of  what  we  hoped  and  what  we  eryoy-; 
cd.  In  attempting  to  spread  our  flag  over 
foreigners,  its  distinctive  character  has  been 
lost  to  our  own  citizens. 

The  American  seaman,  whose  interest  it 
is  to  Imve  no  competitors  in  his  employ¬ 
ment,  is  sacrificed,  that  British  seamen  may 
have  equal  privileges  with  himself. 

Ever  since  the  United  States  has  been  a 
nation,  this  subject  has  been  a  matter  of 
complaint  and  negotiation;  and  every  for¬ 
mer  administration  have  treated  it  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  obvious  nature,  as  a  subject  rather 
for  arrangement  than  for  war.  It  existed 
in  the  time  of  Washington ;  yet  this  father 
of  his  country  recommended  no  such  resort. 
It  existed  in  the  time  of  Adams,  yet  not¬ 
withstanding  the  zeal  in  support  of  our  ma¬ 
ritime  rights  which  clistiiiguished  his  admi¬ 
nistration,  war  was  never  susigested  by  him 
as  the  remedy.  During  the  eight  years  Mr. 
Jefferson  stood  at  the  helm  of  atfairs,  it  ne¬ 
ver  made  a  cause  for  war.  It  was  reserved 
for  the  present  administration  to  press  the 
topic  to  the  extreme  and  most  dreadful  re¬ 
sort  of  nations ;  although  England  has  offi¬ 
cially  disavowed  the  right  of  impressment 
as  it  respects  native  citizens,  and  an  ar¬ 
rangement  might  well  be  made  consistent 
with  the  fair  pretensions  of  such  as  are  na¬ 
turalized. 

That  the  real  state  of  this  question  may 
be  understood,  the  undersigned  recur  to  the 
following  facts  as  supjmrted  by  official  do¬ 
cuments.  Mr.  King,  when  minister  in  Eng¬ 
land,  obtained  a  disavowal  of  the  British 
government  of  the  right  to  impress  Ameri¬ 
can  seamen,  naturalized  as  well  as  native, 
on  Uie  high  seas.  An  arrangement  had  ad¬ 
vanced  nearly  to  a  conclusion  upon  this  ba¬ 
sis,  and  vvas  broken  off  only  because  Great 
Britain  insisted  to  retain  the  right  on  the 
narrow  seas.  What,  however  was  tile  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  American  minister  on  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  an  arrangement,  appears  from 
the  public  documents  communicated  to  con¬ 
gress  in  the  session  of  1808,  as  stated  by 
Mr.  Madison,  in  these  words :  “  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  articles  were  expected  to  be  sign¬ 
ed,  an  exception  of  ‘  the  narrow  seas’  was 
urged  and  insisted  on  by  Lord  St.  Vincents, 
and  being  utterly  inadmissible  on  our  part, 
the  negociation  was  abandoned.” 

Mr.  King  seems  to  be  of  opinion,  how¬ 
ever,  that  “  with  more  time  than  was  left 
him  for  the  experiment,  the  olyection  might 
have  been  overcome.”  What  timo  vras  left 
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Mr.  King  for  the  experiment,  or  whether 
any  was  ever  made,  has  not  been  disclosed 
to  the  public.  Mr.  King  soon  after  returned 
to  America.  It  is  manifest  from  Mr.  King’s 
expression,  that  he  was  limited  in  point  of 
time,  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  his  opinion 
was,  that  an  adjustment  could  take  place. 
That  Mr.  Madison  was  also  of  the  sanie 
opinion  is  demonstrated  by  his  letters  to 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  dated  the  2d 
of  February,  1807,  in  which  he  uses  these 
expressions :  “  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
you  have  not  failed  to  make  due  use  of 
the  arrangement  concerted  by  Mr.  King 
with  Lord  Hawkesbury,'  in  the  year  1802,  • 
for  settling  the  question  of  impressment. 
On  that  occanony  and  under  that  administror 
tian,  the  British  principle  was  fairly  renounced 
in  favour  of  the  right  of  our  flag.  Lord 
Hawkesbury  having  agreed  to  prohibit  im¬ 
pressments  on  the  “  high  seasf  and  Lord  St. 
Vincents  requiring  nothing  more  than  an 
exception  on  the  narrow  seas,  an  exception 
resting  on  the  obsolete  claim  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  some  peculiar  dominion  over  them.” 
Here,  then  we  have  a  full  acknowledgment 
that  Great  Britain. w^as  willing  to  renounce 
the  right  of  impressment  on  the  high  seas  in 
favour  of  our  flag;  that  she  was  anxious  to 
arrange  the  subject. 

It  further  appears  that  the  British  mini¬ 
stry  called  for  an  interview  with  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney,  on  this  topic ;  that 
they  stated  the  nature  of  the  claim,  the 
king’s  prerogative  :  that  they  had  consulted 
the  crown  officers  and  the  board  of  admiral¬ 
ty,  who  all  concurred  in  sentiment,  that  un¬ 
der  the  circumstances  of  the  nation,  the  re¬ 
linquishment  of  the  right  was  a  measure 
which  the  government  could  not  adopt, 
without  taking  on  itself  a  resrponsibility 
which  no  ministry  would  be  willing  to  meet^ 
however  pressing  the  exigency  might  be. 
They  offered,  however,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  to  pass  laws  making  it  penal  for  Bri¬ 
tish  commanders  to  impress  American  citi¬ 
zens  on  boanl  of  American  vessels,  on  the 
high  seas,  if  America  would  pass  a  law, 
making  it  penal  for  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  to  grant  certificates  of  citizenship 
to  British  snbjects.  This  will  be  found  iu 
the  same  documents,  in  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison,  da¬ 
ted  11th  November,  1806.  Under  their 
peremptory  instructions,  this  proposition  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  could  not  be  ac¬ 
ceded  to  by  our  minis^rs.  Such,  however, 
was  the  tmper  and  anxUty  of  England, 
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and  such  the  eandour  and  good  sense  of  our  | 
miuisteis,  that  an  konotirable  and  advanta¬ 
geous  arranf^emcnt  did  take  place.  The  au¬ 
thority  of  Mr.  Monroe,  then  minister  at  the 
court  of  Great  Britain,  now  secretary  of 
state,  and  one  of  the  present  administration, 
who  have  recommended  war  witli  England, 
and  assigned  inijjressments  as  a  cause,  sup¬ 
ports  the  undersigned  in  asserting,  that  it 
was  honourable  and  advantageous ;  for  in  a 
letter  from  Richmond,  dated  the  28th  of 
,  February,  1808,  to  Mr.  Madison,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  expressions  are  .used  by  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe  :  “  I  have  on  the  contrary,  always  be¬ 
lieved,  and  still  do  believe,  that  the  ground 
on  which  that  interest,  [impressment]  was 
placed  by  the  paper  of  the  British  commis¬ 
sioners  of  8th  November,  1806,  and  the  ex¬ 
planation  which  accompanied  it,  was  both 
Iwnmtrable  and  advantas^eous  to  the  United 
States;  that  it  contained  a  concession  in 
their  favour  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  on 
the  great  principle  in  contestation,  never 
before  made  by  a  formal  and  oliligatory  act 
of  their  government,  which  was  highly  fa¬ 
vourable  to  their  interest.” 

With  the  opinion  of  Mr.  King,  so  deci¬ 
dedly  expressed,  with  the  official  admission 
of  Mr.  Madison,  with  the  explicit  declara 
tion  of  Mr.  Monroe,  all  concurring  that 
Great  Britain  was  ready  to  abandon  im¬ 
pressment  on  the  high  seas,  and  with  an  ho¬ 
nourable  and  advantageous  arrangeragnt 
actually  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  how^  can  it 
be  pretended  that  all  hope  of  settlement 
has  failed ;  how  can  this  subject  furnish  a 
proper  cause  of  war. 

With  respect  to  the  subject  of  blockades ; 
the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  as¬ 
serted  by  the  United  States,  is,  that  a 
blockade  can  only  be  justified  when  su[)- 
ported  by  an  adequate  force.  In  theor>" 
this  princWe  is  admitted  by  Great  Britain. 
It  is  alleged,  however,  that  in  practice,  she 
disregards  that  principle. 

The  order  of  blockade,  wliich  has  been 
made  a  specific  ground  of  complaint,  is  that 
of  the  16th  of  May,  1806.  Yet,  strange  as 
it  may  seem,  this  order,  which  is  now 
made  one  ground  of  war  between  the  two 
countries,  was,  at  the  time  of  its  first  issu¬ 
ing,  viewed  as  an  act  of  favour  and  concilia¬ 
tion.  On  this  subject  it  is  necessary  to  be 
explicit.  The  vague  and  indeterminate 
manner  in  which  the  American  and  French 
governments,  in  their  official  papers,  sneak 
of  this  order  of  blockade  is  calculated  to 
jfettleai.  And  unporUnce  is  attached  to 


of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned^ 
it  is  not  worthy.  Let  the  facts  speak  for 
themselves. 

In  August  1804,  the  British  established  a 
blockade  at  the  entrance  of  the  French 
ports  naming  them  from  Fecamp  to  Ostend  ; 
and  from  their  proximity  to  the  British 
coasts,  and  the  absence  of  all  complaint, 
we  may  be  permitted  to  believe  that  it  was 
a  legal  blockade,  enforced  according  to  Ihe 
usages  of  nations.  On  the  16th  of  May, 
1806,  the  English  secretary  of  state,  Mr. 
Fox,  notified  to  our  minster  at  London,  that 
his  government  had  thought  fit  to  direct  ne¬ 
cessary  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  block¬ 
ade  of  the  coasts,  rivers  and  ports  from  the 
river  Elbe  to  the  river  Brest,  both  inclu¬ 
sive.* 

In  point  of  fact  as  the  terms  used  in  the 
order  will  show',  this  paper  which  has  be¬ 
come  a  substantive  and  avowed  cause  for 
noninteredurse,  embargo  and  war,  is  a  block¬ 
ade,  only  of  the  places,  on  the  French  coast 
from  Ostend  to  the  Seine,  and  even  as  to 
these  it  is  merely,  as  it  professes  to  be,  a 
continuance  of  a  former  and  existing  block¬ 
ade.  For,  with  respect  to  the  residue  of 
the  coast,  trade  of  neutrals  is  admitted,  with 
the  exception  only,  of  the  enem^^'s  proper¬ 
ty  and  articles  contraband  of  war,  which 
are  liable  to  be  taken  without  a  blockade ; 
and  except  the  direct  colonial  trade  of  the 
enemy,  which  Great  Britain  allowed  to  be 
free  by  the  law  of  nations.  Why  the  order 
was  thus  extended  in  its  form,  while  in  ef¬ 
fect  it  a<lded  nothing  to  orders  and  regula¬ 
tions  already  existing,  will  be  known  by 
ailverting  to  papers  which  are  before  the 
world.  In  1806,  France  had  yet  colonies, 
and  the  wound  inflicted  on  our  feelings  by 
the  interference  of  the  British  government 
in  our  trade  with  those  colonies,  had  been 
the  cause  of  remonstrance  and  negotiation. 
At  the  moment  when  the  order  of  May, 

i  ♦  The  terms  of  the  order  arc  these — “  That  the 
said  coast,  rivers  and  ports,  must  be  considered  as 
blockaded,”  but,  “  that  such  blockade  shall  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  prevent  neutral  ships  and  vessels,  laden  with 
goods,  not  being  the  property  of  his  majesty’s  ene¬ 
mies,  and  not  being  contraband  of  war,  from  apr 
proaching  the  said  coasts  and  entering  into,  sailing 
from  the  said  rivers  and  ports,  save  and  except  the 
coasts,  rivers  and  ports  from  Ostend  to  the  river 
^ine,  already  in  a  state  of  strict  and  rigorous 
blockade;  and  which  are  to  be  considered  as  so 
continued,”  with  a  proviso  that  the  vessels  enter¬ 
ing  had  not  been  laden  at  a  port  belonging  to  or  iq 
possession  of,  the  enemie.‘r  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
vessels  departing  were  not  destined  to  an  enciry 
port,  or  had  previously  broken  blockade.” 
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1806,  was  made,  Mr.  Monroe,  the  present 
secretary  of  state,  then  our  minister  pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  the  court  of  Greai  Britain, 
was  in  treaty  on  the  subject  of  the  carrying 
trade,  andjodging  on  the  spot,  and  at  the 
time,  he  unhesitatingly  gave  his  opinion, 
that  the  order  was  made  to  favour  American 
views  and  interests.  This  idea  is  unequi¬ 
vocally  expressed  in  Mr.  Monroe’s  letters 
to  Mr.  Madison  of  the  17th  and  20th^  of 
May,  and  of  the  9th  of  June,  1896. 

And  as  late  as  October,  1811,  the  same 
gentleman,  writing,  as  secretary  of  state,  to 
the  British  minister,  speaking  of  the  saine 
order  of  blockade  of  May,  1806,  says — 
“  it  strictly  was  little  more  than  a  blockade 
of  the  coast  from  Seine  to  Ostend.”  The 
object  was  to  afford  to  the  United  States 
^in  accominodution  respecting  the  colonial 
trade.” 

It  appears  then,  that  this  order  was,  in 
point  of  fact,  made  to  favour  our  trade,  and 
was  so  understood  and  admited  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country,  at  that  time  and 
since ;  that,  instead  of  extending  prior 
blockades,  it  lessened  them ;  that  the  coun¬ 
try  from  Seine  to  Brest,  and  from  Ostend  to 
Elbe,  was  inserted  to  o|)en  them  to  our  colo¬ 
nial  trade,  and  ff>r  our  accommodation,  and 
that  it  was  never  made  the  subject  of  com¬ 
plain  by  the  American  government  during  | 
its  practical  continuance  ;  that  is,  not  until 
the  first  order  in  council;  and  indeed  not 
until  the  first  of  May,  1810;  and  until  after 
the  American  government  was  apprised  of 
the  ground,  which  it  was  the  will  of  France 
should  be  taken  on  the  subject. 

Of  this  we  have  the  most  decisive  proof 

*  The  following  are  extracts  from  these  letters. 
In  that  of  the  t9th  May  1806,  he  thus  speaks  of 
that  blockade.  It  is  “  couched  in  tenns  of  restraint, 
and  professes  to  extend  the  blockade  further  than 
Was  heretofore  done,  nevertlieUss  it  takes  it  from  tHa^ 
ny  ports  already  blockaded^  indeeil,  from  all  east  of 
Ostend,  and  west  of  the  iSeine,  except  in  articles 
sontraband  of  war  and  enemies  property,  which  are 
ieizabic  without  blockade.  And  in  like  form  of 
exception,  considering  every  enemy,  as  one  power, 
it  admits  the  trade  of  neutrals  within  the  same  li¬ 
mits,  to  be  free  in  the  productions  of  enemies  colo¬ 
nies,  in  every,  but  the  direct  route,  between  the 
colony  and  the  parent  country.”  Mr.  Monroe 
adds,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  note  was 
drawn  by  the  government  in  reference  to  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  if  intended  as  the  foundation  of  a  treaty, 
must  be  viewed  in  a  favorable  light.”  On  the  20th 
of  May,  Mr.  Monroe  writes  to  Mr.  Madison,  that 
he  had  been  ”  strengthened  in  the  opinion  that  the 
order  of  the  16th  was  drawn  with  a  view  to  the 
qtiestion  of  our  trade  with  enemies  colonies,  and 
that  it  promises  to  he  highly  iatisfaatory  to  our 
eomnercial  biterestf.” 


in  the  offers  made  under  the  admiuiatratioa 
of  Mr.  Jetferson  for  the  discontinuance  of 
the  embargo  as  it  relatetl  to  Great  Britain ; 
none  of  whicli  required  the  repeal  of  the 
blockade  of  May  1806;  and  also  in  the  aiv 
ranfrement  made  during  the  administration 
!  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  under  his  eye  with  Mr.* 

I  Erskine.  Tlie  non-intercourse  act  of  March 
I  1809,  and  the  act  “'concerning  commercial 
intercourse,”  of  May  1810,  vest  ihe  presi¬ 
dent  of  tiie  United  States  with  the  very 
same  power,  in  the  very  same  terms.  Both 
authorize  him,  “  in  case  either  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  or  Prance  shall  so  revoke  or  modify 
h'^r  edicts,  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  vio¬ 
late  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,”  to  declare  the  same  by  proclamafc 
tion.  And  by  the  pro.visioris  of  one  law  in 
such  case,  non-intercourse  was  to  cease;  by 
those  of  the  other  it  was  to  be  revived,  in 
consequence  of  power  vested  by  the  first 
act,  the  arrangement  with  *Mr^  Erskine  was 
made,  and  the  revocation  of  the  orders  in 
council  of  January  and  November,  1807, 
was  considered  as  a  full  compliance  with  the 
law,  and  as  removing  all  the  anti^neutraJ 
edicts.  The  blockade  of  May,  1806,  was 
not  included  in  the  arrangement,  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  it  was  consid«-red  of 
sufficient  importance  to  engage  even  a 
thought.  Yet  under  the  act  of  May,  1810, 
which  vests  the  very  same  power,  a  revoca» 
tion  of  this  blockade,  of  May,  ISOOyis  made 
by  our  cabinet,  a  sine  qua  non  ;  an  indispen^ 
sible  requisite  !  And  now,  after  the  British 
minister  has  directly  avowed  that  this  or¬ 
der  of  blockade  would  not  continued  after  a 
revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  without 
a  due  application  of  an  adequate  force,  the 
existence  of  this  blockade  is  insisted  upon, 
as  a  justifiable  cguse  of  war,  notwithstand- 
I  ing  that  our  government  admits  a  blockade 
is  legal,  to  the  mamtenance  of  which  aa 
adequated  force  is  applied. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that  in  justifi¬ 
cation  of  this  new  ground,  it  is  now  said 
that  the  extension  on  paper,  for  whatever 
purpose  intended,  favours  the  principle  of 
paper  blockades.  This,  however,  can- 
hardly  be  urged,  since  the  British*  formal- 

*  Mr.  Foster  in  his  letter  of  the  3d  July,  1811, 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  thus  states  the  doctrine  maintaia- 
ed  by  his  government  i 

“  Great  Britain  has  never  attempted  to  dispute, 
that  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law  ^  nations, 
no  blockade  can  be  justifiable  or  valid,  unless  it  he 
supported  by  an  “  adequate  force  destined  to  main¬ 
tain  it,  and  to  expose  to  hazard  all  vessels  attempt¬ 
ing  to  evade  its  operation.”  ^ 

Mr.  Foster,  is  hit  letierRo  Mr.  Monroe,  of  (he 
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\y  disavow  principle ;  and  since  they 
ackuoH  ledge  the  very  doctrine  of  the  law 
of  nations  for  which  the  American  admini¬ 
stration  contend,  (lenceforth  the  existence 
of  a  blockade  becomes  a  question  of  fact ;  it 
must  depend  upon  the  evidence  adduced  in 
support  of  the  adequacy  of  the  blockading 
force. 

From  the  preceding  statement  it  is  ap¬ 
parent,  that  whatever  there  is  objectionable 
in  the  principle  of  the  order  of  May,  1806, 
or  in  the  practice  under  it,  on  ground  mere¬ 
ly  American,  it  cannot  be  set  up  as  a  suffi¬ 
cient  cause  of  war;  for  until  France  point¬ 
ed  it  out  as  a  cause  of  controversy,  it  was 
so  far  from  being  regarded  as  a  source  of 
any  new  or  grievous  complaint,  that  it  was 
actually  considered  by  our  government  in 
a  favourable  light. 

The  British  orders  in  council  are  the  re¬ 
maining  source  of  discontent,  and  avowed 
cause  of  war.  These  have  heretofore  been 
considered  by  our  government  in  connexion 
with  the  French  decrees.  Certainly  the 
'British  orders  in  council  and  French  de¬ 
crees,  form  a  system  subversive  of  neutral 
rights  and  constitute  just  grounds  of  com¬ 
plaint  ;  yet,  viewed  relatively  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  those  powers  towards  each  other, 
and  of  the  United  States  towards  both,  the 
undersigned  cannot  persuade  themselves 
that  the  orders  in  council,  as  they  now  ex¬ 
ist  and  with  their  present  effect  and  opera¬ 
tion,  justify  the  selection  of  Great  Britain 
as  our  enemy ;  and  render  necessary  a  de¬ 
claration  of  unqualified  war. 

Every  consideration  of  moral  duty  and 
political  expediency  seem  to  concur  in 
warning  I  he  United  States  not  to  mingle  in 
this  hopeless,  and,  to  human  eye,  intermina¬ 
ble  European  contest.  Neither  France  nor 
England  pretends  that  their  aggressions  can 
be  defended  on  the  ground  of  any  other 
belligerent  right  than  that  of  particular  ne¬ 
cessity. 

Both  attempt  to  justify  their  encroach¬ 
ments  on  the  general  law  of  nations  by  the 
plea  of  retaliation.  In  the  relative  posi¬ 
tion  and  proportion  of  strength  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States. to  either  belligerent  there  ap¬ 
peared  little  probability  that  we  could  com¬ 
pel  the  one  or  the  other,  by  hostile  opera¬ 
tions,  to  abandon  this  plea. 

$6th  July,  1811,  also!»ay«,  “  The  blockade  of  May 
1806,  will  not  continue  after  the  repeal  of  the  or¬ 
ders,  unless  his  majesty’s  government  shall  think  fit 
to  fiinain  it  by  the  special  application  of  a  suffi¬ 
cient  naval  force,  and  the  facts  of  its  being  so  con- 
tinaed  or  not,  will  be  netified  at  the  live,’’ 


And  as  the  field  of  commercial  enterprise, 
after  allowing  to  the  decrees  and  orders 
their  full  practical  effect,  is  still  rich  and 
extensive,  there  seemed  as  little  w  isdom  as 
obligation  to  3ield  solid  and  certain  reali¬ 
ties  for  unattainable  pretensions.  The 
right  of  retaliation  as  existing  in  either  bel¬ 
ligerent,  it  was  impossible  for  the  United 
States,  conristent  with  either  its  duty  or  in¬ 
terest,  to  admit.  Yet  such  was  the  state 
of  the  decrees  and  orders  of  the  respective 
belligerents,  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  that  while  on  the  one  hand  it  form¬ 
ed  no  justification  to  either,  so  on  the  other 
concurrent  circumstances  formed  a  complete 
justification  to  the  United  States,  in  main¬ 
taining,  notwithstanding  these  encroach¬ 
ments,  provided  it  best  comported  with 
their  interests,  that  system  of  impartial  neu¬ 
trality  which  is  so  desirable  to  their  peace 
and  prosperity'.  For  if  it  should  be  admit¬ 
ted,  w  hich  lio  course  of  argument  can  nuiim 
tain,  that  the  Berlin  decree,  which  was  issu¬ 
ed  on  the  21  st  November,  1806,  was  justifi¬ 
ed  by  the  anteceilent  orders  of  the  British 
admiralty  respecting  the  colonial  trade,  and 
by  the  ortler  of  blockade  of  (he  1 6th  of  May 
preceding,  yet  on  this  account  there  result¬ 
ed  no  right  of  retaliation  to  France,  as  it 
respected  the  United  States. — They  had 
expressed  no  acquiescence  either  in  the 
British  interference  w  ith  the  colonial  trade, 
or  in  any  extension  of  the  principles  of 
blockade.  Besides,  had  there  been  any 
such  neglect  on  the  j>art  of  the  United 
States,  as  warranted  the  French  emi»cror 
in  adopting  his  principle  of  retaliation,  yet, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  pretended  right,  he 
past  the  bounds  of  both  public  law  and  de¬ 
cency;  and  in  the  very  extravagance  of 
that  exercise,  lost  the  advantage  of  what¬ 
ever  colour  the  British  had  afforded  to  his 
pretences — Not  content  willi  adopting  a 
principle  of  retaliation  in  terms  limited,  and 
appropriate  to  the  injury  complained,  he 
declared  “  all  the  British  islands  in  a  state 
of  blockade ;  prohibited  all  commerce  and 
correspondence  with  them,  all  trade  in  their 
manufactures ,  and  made  lawful  prize  of  all 
merchandise,  belonging  to  England,  or  com¬ 
ing  from  its  manufactories  and  colonics.’’ 
The  violence  of  these  encroachments  was 
equalled  only  by  the  terms,  and  manner,  in 
which  they  w'ere  promulgated.  The  scope 
of  the  expressions  of  the  Berlin  decree  was 
so  general,  that  it  embraced  within  its 
sphere  the  w^hole  commerce  of  neutrals  w  ith 
England.  Yet  Deeres,  minister  of  marine 
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in  France,  by  a  formal  Bote  of  the  24th 
Dec.  1806,  assurecT our  minister  plenipoten¬ 
tiary,  that  the  imperial  decree  of  iJlst  Nov. 

1 806,  “  was  not  to  affect  our  anmmrce^  which 
would  still  be  i^oifemed  by  the  rules  of  the 
treaty  established  between  the  two  countriesJ*^ 
Notwithstanding  this  assurance,  however, 
on  the  18th  Sept,  following.  Regnier,  grand 
minister  of  justice,  declared  “  that  the  hir 
tentions  of  the  emperor  were  that  by  virtue  of 
that  decree  French  armed  vesstds  mischt  seize 
in  neutral  vessels^  either  Enzlish  propf^rty^  or 
merchandise^  proceeding  from  the  English 
manufactories  ;  and  that  he  had  reserved  for 
future  decision  the  question  whether  they 
mizht  not  possess  thomselves  of  neutral  ves¬ 
sels  zoins^  to,  or  fra?n  Enzl^md,  although  they 
had  no  English  manufactures  on  hoards 
Pretentions  so  obvionsly  exceeding  any 
measure  of  retaliation  that,  if  the  y  recedeht! 
acts  of  the  British  government,  had  afforded 
to  such  a  resort  any  colour  of  right,  it  was 
lost  in  the  violence  and  extravagance  of 
these  assumed  principles. 

(To  be  conntiuefL) 

In  the  Norfolk  (Va.)  Ptiblic  Ledger  may  be 
seen  a  report  of  a  singular  case,  tried  before  a 
militia  court  martial.  It  appears  that  during 
the  perils  of  the  last  summer  in  that  quarter. 
Colonel  Burwell  B\ssett,  late  a  member  of 
congress,  a  gentleman  of  the  true  Madisonian 
stamp,  bring  like  bis  master,  it  would  seem, 
very  eager  for  war,  but  very  unfit  to  carry  it  on, 
was  addressed  by  the  officers  of  his  regiment, 
in  the  following  very  courteous  but  candid  epis¬ 
tle  : 

To  Lieut.  Col.  Burwell  Bassett. 

SIR, 

The  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  68th  re¬ 
giment,  has  been  callpd  to  the  state  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  regiment.  Engaged  as  the  nation  is 
in  a  war,  with  a  powerful  and  active  foe,  and 
placed  as  we  are,  on  a  frontier  particularly  ex¬ 
posed  to  their  attack,  we  have  examined  oar 
situation,  and  state  of  preparation  for  resist¬ 
ance,  and  are  compelled  to  say,  it  is  far  from 
being  such  as  is  desirable.  W*e  feel  with  keen 
sensibility,  the  degradation  the  nation  has  al¬ 
ready,  and  recently  experienced,  and  are  re¬ 
solved  (as  far  as  we  can)  by  every  exertion,  to 
blot  out  the  foul  stain  upon  our  country,  oratleat 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  disgrace.  But 
to  effect  this,  more  activity  and  ability  roust, 
(we  believe,)  be  brought  into  action ;  to  give 
efficacy  to  our  arms,  the  chiefs  who  direct  them, 
should  be  men  of  promptness  and  activity ; 
whose  minds  should  be  discriminating  and  ex¬ 
perienced.  Oiir  situation  particularly  calls  for 
^'leader  Of  this  character,  and  one  in  whom  the 


confidence  of  the  troops  reposes.  Union,  con¬ 
cert  and  harmony,  among  the  officers  of  the  re¬ 
giment,  can  alone  ensure  success  to  our  efforts. 
These  indispensible  requisites  to  successful  mi¬ 
litary  operations,  we  do  not  find  in  the  regiment. 
The  commandant  of  the  regiment  (as  such)  doet 
not  possess  its  confidence.  With  these  iaipres7 
sions,  we  approach  you  with  respect,  and  hum¬ 
bly  solicit  your  resignation,  of  the  comnoand  of 
the  68th  regiment.  This  step  will  not  lesron 
you  in  our  esteem,  but  will  evince  a  magnauimi-' 
ty  we  shall  admire ;  wc  are  not  all  born  sol- 
diets  ;  all  men  are  not  gifted  with  that  atheria! 
spirit  so  essential  to  a  military  commander. 
While  we  present  these  our  opinioas,  and  re¬ 
quest  to  you,  we  beg  leave  to  say  tliat  our  es¬ 
teem,  and  regard  for  you,  as  a  citizen,  are  un-’ 
altered,  and  return  you  our  thanks,  for  your  un¬ 
remitted  exertions,  and  zealous  efforts  to  per¬ 
fect  ug  in  military  discipline ;  we  shall  ever  re¬ 
spect  your  social  and  civil  virtues,  and  our 
friendships  for  you  as  a  man,  are  iindiminisbed. 
The  duty  we  owe  ourselves,  aud  the  more  para¬ 
mount  duty  we  owe  oiir  beloved  country,  as  sol- 
diersralone  prompt  us  to  this  step.  Should  you 
retire  from  tJie  regiment,  you  will  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  our  fervent  prayers  for  your  future  feli¬ 
city. 

Very  respectfully,  we  are  your  obedient  ser¬ 
vants. 

York  Garrison,  Sept,  1814. 

[Here  follows  the  names  of  the  officers,  17  in 
number;  of  whom  13  were  democrats,  hut 
among  them  was  Major  Thomas  Griexin,  a  fe¬ 
deralist.]  •  • 

A  court  martial  having  been  ordered  on  Moq. 
Griffin,  the  following  judgment  has  been  pro¬ 
nounced  : 

“  The  court  .then  proceeded  to  consid^  thu 
,  following  question,  viz.  whether  or  not  the  pro¬ 
secution  was  supported  by  tJie  evidence  before 
the  court,  to  wit,  the  letter  signed  by  the  pri¬ 
soner  and  others — and  ou  consicieratioo,  the 
!  court  determined  that  the  prosecution  was  not 
I  supported  by  the  evidence ;  an<l  that  the  prison¬ 
er  was  not  guilty  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tioas  preferred  against  him.” 

WM.  TRUEIIART.  President.’' 

Frmn  the  Norfolk  Ledger,  ^  ‘ 

fThe  aage  of  Monticello  (than  whom  no 
man  has  said  more  pretty  things,)  some  time 
since,  in  one  of  his  speeches  or  communica¬ 
tions  to  congress,  remarked,  no  citizen  of 
these  states  sees  the  tax  gatherer  coming  to 
his  house.”  This  was  true  enough,  so  long 
as  the  |)olicy  of  Washington  was  adhered 
to,  but  very  different  is  now  the  case,  ai 
what  follows  will  show. 

It  may  be  useful  to  our  readers  to  be  rea¬ 
dy  with  their  list  of  taxable  property,  when 
the  commissioner  comes  round,  which  will 
be  \'ery  soon.  We  therefore  insert  the 
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lowing  list  of  state  taxes,  for  1815;  the  i 
citizen  may  from  this  prepare  and  make! 
oath  to  his  list ;  the  collector  in  due  time 
will  let  him  know  what  is  to  pay.  We  shall 
as  soon  as  congress  has  imposed  the  United 
States’  taxes,  insert  a  list  of  them  also.] 

STATE  TAXES  FOR  1815. 

Houses  and  lots,  with  the  amount  of  rent. 

Lots  enclosed  or  unenclosed. 

Icehouses,  for  private  use,  or  from  which  ice 
is  sold. 

Ordinaries  or  private  bouses  of  entertainment. 

Livery  stables — the  number  of  stalls. 

Tanyards,  ferries,  and  tollbridges,  where  the 
rent  is  more  than  $100. 

Screw  prises  or  presses  employed  in  any 
manufactory  of  tobacco. 

Screws,  prises  or  presses,  employed  in  any 
manufactory  or  stemmery  of  tobacco. 

Prises  and  presses,  employed  in  any  manufac* 
tory  or  stemmery  where  no  screws  are  used. 

Printing  presses  of  newspapers. 

7Vo*wheeled  riding  carriages,  phaetons,  stage 
wagons. 

Public  stages,  employed  for  the  conveyance 
of  travellers. 

All  other  carriages  whatsoever. 

‘^'Slaves  of  twelve  years  old  and  upwards. 

Ditto  of  nine  years  old,  and  under  twelve. 

Stallions,  or  jackasses. 

Ail  other  horses,  asses,  mules,  mares  and 
colts. 

Cattle. 

Pinchbeck,  gilt,  or  silver  watches. 

Double  cased  gold  watches. 

Single  cased  do. 

FURNITURE. 

Clocks,  without  cases,  the  works  of  which  are 
entirely  or  principally  of  wood. 

Ditto,  with  cases,  do.  do. 

Ditto,  without  cases,  the  works  being  alto¬ 
gether  or  chiefly  of  metal. 

Ditto,  of  more  than  fifty,  and  less  than  $100 
In  value. 

Ditto,  of  the  value  of  $100  an«l  upwards. 

Bureaus,  secretaries  and  bookcases,  in  whole 
or  part  of  mahogany. 

Bureaus,  secretaries  and  bookcases,  of  any 
other  wood. 

Chests  of  drawers,  with  or  without  desks,  in 
whole  or  part  of  mahogany. 

Ditto,  do.  of  other  wood. 

Celerets  or  sideboards,  with  doors  or  drawers, 
under  the  value  of  $100. 

Ditto,  do.  do.  of  the  value  of  $100  or  upwards. 

Wardrobes,  or  cloatb  presses,  in  whole  or  part 
of  mahogany. 

Ditto,  do.  of  any  other  wood. 

Dining  tables  or  separate  parts  thereof  in 
whole  or  part  of  mahogany. 

Sideboards,  without  doors  or  drawers. 

Teatables  and  cardtables,  in  whole  or  in  part 
of  mahogany. 

♦  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  county  le¬ 
vies,  all  slaves  above  16  years  must  be  put  down 
ftporaifly. 


Bedsteads,  In  whole  or  in  part  of  mahogany. 

Settees,  or  sophas,  in  whole  or  in  part  of  ma¬ 
hogany. 

Settees,  or  sophas,  in  whole  or  in  part  of  bam¬ 
boo  or  cane. 

•  Settees,  or  sophas,  with  bottoms  of  rush,  flag 
or  straw,  and  ornamented  with  gold  or  silver 
leaf. 

Settees  or  sophas,  ornamented  with  gold  or 
silver  leaf,  but  without  mahogany,  bamboo  or 
cane  in  any  part,  and  of  bottoms  with  neither 
rush,  flag  nor  straw. 

Chairs,  in  whole  or  in  part  of  mahogany,  bam¬ 
boo  or  cane,  or  with  rush,  flag  or  straw  bottoms, 
and  ornamented  with  gold  or  silver  leaf. 

Chairs,  ornamented  with  gold  or  silver  leaf, 
but  without  mahogany  in  part,  and  having  bot¬ 
toms  of  neither  rush,  flag  nor  straw. 

*Carpets,  above  twenty,  and  not  excccdiag 
$50  in  value. 

Ditto,  of  fifty  and  one  hundred  dollars. 

Ditto,  of  $100  value  and  upwards. 

Window  curtains,  when  of  calico,  Marseilles 
or  dimity,  not  manufactured  in  the  family. 

Ditto,  do.  where  the  same  are  of  worsted,  silk 
or  satin. 

Venetian  blinds,  within  the  apartment  of  any 
house. 


Portraits  in  oil. 

Ditto  in  crayon. 

Pictures,  prints,  or  engravings  above  twelve 
inches  in  breadth,  their  frames  inclusive. 

Ditto,  do.  do.  of  12  inches  in  breadth  or  un¬ 


der,  when  enclosed  withiu  gilt  frames. 

Mirrors,  or  looking  glasses,  of  or  above  five, 
feet  in  length,  exclusive  of  their  frames. 

Do.  do.  of  4  and  under  5  feet  I  -r  i  j 
Do.do.of3an,lni.<lcr4  f 

Do.do.of2andund,r3  > 

Do.  do.  of  1  and  under  2  > 

Pian  IS,  harpsichords,  organs  and  harps,  under 
the  value  of  $300. 

Do.  do.  d3.  of  the  value  of  $300  and  upwards. 
Silver  coffee  pots  aud  urns.  , 

Silver  tea  pots. 

Plated  urns. 


Coffee  pots  and  tea  pots. 

Silver  and  cut  glass  caiW!]esticks. 

Lamps,  chandeliers,  epergnes  and  girandoles. 

Plated  candlesticks,  lamps,  chandeliers,  eperg¬ 
nes,  and  girandoles,  cutglass  decanters,  pitchers, 
bowls,  goblets,  wash  basons,  stands  and  salvers, 
silver  pitchers,  tankards,  cups,  salvers  and  wait¬ 


ers. 


*  Except  carpets,  of  materials  manufactured  in 
the  family  of  the  owner. 

Headquarters^  7th  Military  District. 

Adjutant  general's  office,  Jackson's  lines,  ) 
bfdow  Orleans,  Jan,  16th,  1815.  ( 

SIR — 1  have  the  honour  herewith  to  cnclos* 
for  the  information  of  the  war  department,  * 
report  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  of  the 
aimv  under  the  command  of  Major  Genera! 
'ackson  in  the  diflereat  actions  with  the  enesiy 
fitiee  their  landing. 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,, 
your  obedient  servant, 

^  ROBERT  BUTLER, 

Adjutant  General. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  Parker, 

Adjt.  and  Inspr.  General,  Washington. 

Report  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  of 
the  army  under  the  command  of  Major  Gene¬ 
ral  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  actions  of  the  23d 
and  28th  December,  1814,  and  1st  and  8th  of 
January,  1815,  with  the  enemy. 

Action  of  December  23d,  1814. 
KILLED — Artilleryman,  1 ;  7th  U.  S.  Infan¬ 
try,  1  lieutenant  (M‘Clellan,)  1  sergeant,  1  cor¬ 
poral,  4  privates ;  44th  do.  7  privates  ;  Gen. 
Coffee’s  brigade  volunteer  mounted  gun  men,  1 
lieutenant  col.  (Lauderdale,)  1  captain,  (Pace,) 
1  lieutenant,  (Sam.  Brooks,)  2  sergeants,  4  pri¬ 
vates — Total  killed  24. 

.  WOUNDED — General  staff,  1  colonel  (Col. 
Platt,) — 7th  U.  S.  infantry,  one  captain,  (A.  A. 
White,)  1  ensign,  1  sergeant,  2  cor|)orals,  23 
privates ;  44tli  do.  2  lieutenants,  3  sergeants,  2 
corp'irals,  19  privates;  Gen.  Coffee’s  brigade, 

1  colonel,  2  lieut.  colonels,  1  captain,  2  lieute¬ 
nants,  1  quartermaster  sergeant,  3  sergeants,  2 
corporals,  1  musician,  .30  privates ;  New  Orleans 
vol.  corps,  1  captain,  2  sergeants,  7  privates ; 
volunteers  of  colour,  1  adjutant,  and  6  privates. 
— Total  wounded,  115. 

MISSING — Gen.  Coffee’s  brigade,  1  major,  2 
captains,  3  lieutenants,  1  qr.  master,  3  ensigns 
or  cornets,  4  sergeants,  1  corporal,  2  musicians, 
57  privates. — Total  missing,  74. 

ACTION  OF  DECEMBER  28.  1814. 

KILLED — Gen.  Coffee’s  brigade,  1  private  ; 
New  Orleans  volunteer  company,  1  piivate  ; 
Gen.  Carroll’s  division  of  Ten.  militia,  1  col. 
(Henderson,)  1  sergeant,  5  privates — Total  7. 

WOUNDED — Marines,!  major,  (Carmick  ;) 
New  Orleans  volunteer  company  3  privates ; 
Gon.  Carroll’s  division,  1  lieut.  3  privates. — 
Total  wounded.  8. 

MISSING— None. 

TOTAIi,  killed,  wounded  and  missing  on  this 
day,  15.  1 

ACTION  OP  JANUARY  1,  1815. 

KILLED — Artillery,  navy  and  volunteers  at 
batteries,  8  privates  ;  44th  do.  1  private  ;  Gen. 
Coffee’s  brigade,  1  sergeant ;  Gen.  Carroll’s  di¬ 
vision,  1  private. — Total  11. 

WOUNDED — Artillery,  Navy  and  volunteers 
at  batteries,  8 ;  7th  U^.  S.  infantry,  1  private; 
44th  do.  3;  Coffee’s  brigade,  2;  New  Orleans 
volunteers,  3  privates  ;  Carroll’s  division,  1  ser¬ 
geant,  2  privates;  volunteers  of  colour,  1  lieut. 

1  sergeant,  1  private. — Total  23. 

MISSING— None. 

TOTAL,  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  this 
day,  34. 

action  on  both  sides  the  river,  8th  JANUA¬ 
RY,  1815.  j 

killed — Artillery,  navy  and  volunteers  at  i 
batteries,  3  privates;  7th  U.  S.  infantry,  1  ser-| 
geant,  1  corporal ;  Coffee’s  brigade,  1  private ; 


Carroll’s  division,  1  sergeant,  3  privates  ;  Ken¬ 
tucky  militia,  1  private ;  Majors  LacosJe’s  and 
Dacquin’s  volunteers  of  colour,  1  private  ;  Gen» 
Morgan’s  militia,  1  private. — Total  killed  13. 

WOUNDED— Arliilery,  &c.  1  private;  7th 
U.  S.  infantry,  1  private ;  Gen.  Ca-'roll’s  divi¬ 
sion,  1  ensign,  1  sergeant,  6  privates ;  Kentuc¬ 
ky  militia,  1  adjutant,  1  corporal,  and  10  pri¬ 
vates;  volunteers  of  colour,  1  ensign,  3  sergeants, 

1  corporal,  8  privates;  Gen.  Morgan’s  militia, 

2  sergeants,  2  privates. — Total  wounded,  39. 

MISSING — Kentucky  militia,  5  privates ; 
Morgan’s  militia,  15  privates*. — Total  19. 

TOTAL,  killed,  wounded  and  missing  tint 
day,  71. 

Note. — Of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  on 
this  day,  but  6  killed  and  7  woundeil  in  the  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  east  bank  of  thq  river,  the  n^sidue  in 
a  sortie  after  the  actiont  and  in  the  action  on 
the  west  bank. 

RECAPITULATIOxN. 


Total  killed 

55 

Total  wounded 

185 

Total  missing 

93 

GRAND  TOTAL 

333 

Truly  reported  from  those  on  file  in  this  office. 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 
Adjutant  General. 

Adjutant  GeneraVs  office^ 

New  Orleans,  Januar If  16,  1815. 


ADDRESS 

Directed  by  MAJ.  GENERAL  JACK'^ON  to  be 
r^nd  at  the  head  of  each  of  the  Ci.rps  composing 
^he  line  below  New  O.-leans,  Jan.  21,  1S15. 
Citizens  and  Fellow  Soldiers, 

The  enemy  has  rctieated  and  your  general  has 
now  leisure  to  proclaim  to  the  ^^orld  what  he  has 
noticed  wi  h  admiration  and  pride — your  undaunt¬ 
ed  courage,  your  patriotism  and  patience,  under 
hard.ships  and  fa’igMes  Nati’  es  of  different  srates 
ac’ing  foge'her  for  the  first  time  in  this  cp.mp.— 
Differing  in  habits  a'^d  in  language,  instead  of 
viewing  in  these  ci»’cuna  stances  the  grrm  of  dis* 
trust  and  division,  you  luve  made  them  the  source 
of  an  honorable  vm  .lation,  and  from  the  seeds  of 
discord  itself  have  reaped  -  he  fruits  of  an  honora¬ 
ble  union.  This  dav  completes  the  four  h  wee  k: 
since  fifteen  htindred  of  \  ou  attacked  treble  yo?tr 
number  of  men  who  had  boasted  of  discipline 
and  their  services  under  a  celebrated  I  ader  in  a 
long  and  eventful  wa’’ — altacke<1  them  in  ihelr 
camp  the  moment  thev  had  profaned  the  sail  of 
freedom  with  their  hostile  tread,  and  infficied  a 
blow  which  was  a  prelude  to  the  final  rts'di  of 
their  attempt  to  conquer,  or  their  poor  coutrivan-’ 
ees  to  divide  us  A  few  hours  was  suffi'dent  to 
unite  the  gallant  band,  ♦hough  at  the  moment  they 
received  the  welcome  order  to  march  thev  were 
separated  many  leagues  in  different  directinnt 
from  the  city.  The  gay  rapidi^v  of  the  march, 
the  cheerful counvensnees  of  ‘he  officers  and  men, 
wotild  have  induced  a  belief  that  some  festive  en¬ 
tertainment,  not  the  strife  of  battle,  was  the  ob¬ 
ject  to  which  they  hastened  with  so  much  eager¬ 
ness  and  hilarity  In  ^he  conflict  that  ensued  the 
same  spirit  was  supported  and  my  commonlcatioat 
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to  the  ezecutltre  of  the  United  Slates  have  testified 
the  sense  I  entertained  of  the  merits  of  the  corps 
and  officers  that  were  engaged.  Uesting  on  the 
field  of  battle,  they  retired  in  perfect  order  on  the 
next  morning  to  these  lines,  destined  to  become 
the  scene  of  future  victories,  which  they  were 
to  share  with  the  rest  of  you,  my  brave  compan* 
ions  in  arms  Scarcely  were  your  lines  a  protec¬ 
tion  against  musket  shot,  when  on  the  28tb  a  dis* 
position  was  made  to  attack  them  ivith  alt  the 
pomp  and  parade  of  military  tactics,  as  impro 
ved  by  those  veterans  of  the  Spanish  war. 

Their  batteries  of  heavy  cannon  kept  up  an  in¬ 
cessant  fire ;  their  rockets  illuminated  the  air,  & 
under  their  cover  two  strong  columns  threatened 
our  flanks.  The  foe  insolently  thought  that  this 
apeciacle  was  too  imposing  to  be  resisted,  and  in 
the  intoxication  of  nis  pride  he  already  saw  our 
lines  abaodonsd  without^a  contest ;  how  were  those 
menacing  appearances  met  ? 

By  shouts  of  defiance,  by  a  manly  countenance 
not  to  be  shaken  by  the  roar  of  his  cannon,  by  the 
glare  of  bis  firework  rockets  ;  by  an  artillery  ser 
ved  with  superior  skill  and  with  deadly  effect  — 
Never,  my  brave  friends,  can  your  general  forge* 
the  testimonials  of  attachment  to  our  glorious  cause 
of  indignant  hatred  to  bur  foe,  of  affectionaie  coo- 
fidence  in  your  chief,  that  resounded  from  every 
rank  as  he  passed  along  your  line.  This  anima 
ting  and  unexpected  scene  damped  the  cour¬ 
age  of  the  enemy  ;  be  dropped  his  scaling 
liters  and  fascines,  and  the  threatened  at¬ 
tack  dwindled  into  a  demonstration,  which  served 
only  to  shew  the  emptiness  of  his  parade,  and  to 
inspire  you  with  a  just  confidence  in  yourselves. 

The  new  year  was  ushered  in  with  the  most  tre¬ 
mendous  fire  his  whole  artillery  could  produce  ;  a 
few  hours  only,  however,  were  necessary  for  the 
brave  and  skillful  men  who  direc'ed  our  own  to 
dismount  his  cannon,  destroy  his  batteres  and  ef¬ 
fectively  silence  his  fire  Hitherto,  my  br««ve 
friends,  in  the  contests  on  our  lines,  your  courage 
had  been  passive  only ;  you  stood  with  calmness  a 
fire  that  would  have  tried  the  firmness  of  a  vet¬ 
eran,  and  you  anticipated  a  nearer  contest  with  an 


Our  right  bad  only  a  sliort  contest  to  sustain 
•viiti  a  few  rash  men  who  fatally  for  themsnives, 
forced  their  entrance  into  the  unfini^’hed  redoubt 
on  the  river.  They  were  quickly  dispossessed, 
and  this  glorious  day  terminated  with  the  loss  to 
the  enemy  of  their  commander  in  chief  and  one 
major  general  killed,  ano  her  major  general, 
wounded,  the  most  experienced  &  bravest  of  their 
officers,  and  more  than  three  thousand  men  killed, 
wounded  and  missing,  while  our  ranks,  my  friends 
were  thinned  only  bv  the  loss  of  six  of  our  br«.ve 
companions  killed  and  seven  disabled  by  wounds. 
Wonderful  interposition  of  heaven  !  unexampled 
event  in  the  history  of  war  ! 

Let  US  be  grateful  to  the  God  of  Battles,  wUo 
has  directed  the  arrows  of  indignation  against  our 
invaders,  while  he  covered  with  his  protecting 
shield  the  brave  defenders  of  their  country. 

After  this  unsuccessful  and  disastrous  attempt, 
their  spirits  w’ere  broken,  their  force  W'as  destroy¬ 
ed,  and  their  wiiole  attention  was  employed  m 
providing  the  means  of  escape.  This  they  have  ef¬ 
fected,  leaving  their  heavy  artillery  in  our  power, 
and  many  of  tbeir  wounded  to  our  clemency.  The 
consequences  of  this  short,  but  decisive  campaign, 
are  incalculably  important.  The  pride  of  our  ar¬ 
rogant  enemy  humbled,  his  forces  broken,  his 
leaders  killed,  his  insolent  hopes  of  our  disunion 
frustrated- 


his  expectation  of  rioting  in  our  spoils 
and  wasting  our  country,  changed  into  ignomini¬ 
ous  defeat,  shameful  flight,  and  a  reluctant  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  humanity  and  kindness  of 
those  whom  he  had  doomed  to  ail  the  horrors  and 
humiliation  of  a  conquered  state. 

On  the  other  side,  unanimity  established,  disaf¬ 
fection  crushed,  confidence  restored,  your  country 
saved  from  conquest,  your  property  from  pillage, 
your  wives  and  daughters  from  insult  and  viola¬ 
tion — the  union  p»*e8€rved  from  dismemberment, 
and  perhaps  a  period  put  by  this  decisive  stroke  to 
a  bloody  and  savage  war.  These,  my  brave 
friends,  are  the  consequences  of  the  efforts  you 
have  made,  and  the  success  with  w'hich  they  have 
been  crowned  by  Heaven. 

These  important  results  have  been  effected  by 
the  united  courage  and  perseverance  of.  the  ar¬ 
my  ;  which  the  different  corps  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
dividuals  that  compo.se  it,  have  vied  with  each 
other  in  their  exertions  to  produce.  The  share 
they  have  respectively  had,  will  be  pointed  out 
in  the  general  order  accompanying  this  address* 
But  the  gratitude,  the  admiration  of  their  eoun 
try,  offers  a  fairer  reward  than  that  which  any 
praises  of  the  general  can  bestow,  and  the,  best 
is  that  of  which  tliey  can  never  be  deprived,  the 
consciousness  of  having  done  their  duty,  and  of 
meriting  the  applause  they  will  receive. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head  Quarters,  7th  Military  District,  Camp  be¬ 
low  New-Orleans. 

Adjutant  GeneraVs  OfficCy  Jan.  21,  1815. 


eagerness  which  was  soon  to  be  gratified. 

Oa  the  8‘h  of  January  the  final  effort  was  made. 
At  the  dawn  of  day  the  batteries  opened,  and  the 
columns  advanced.  Knowing  that  the  volunteers 
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vrsTin  approbation.  The  Tth  regt.  was  led  by  raa- .  minded  tlie  first  battery  on  our  right— the  service 
jor  Peyre  and  the  44th  by  captain  Baker  in  the  |  ts  If  indebted  to  rhit  officer,  not  only  for  tte 
action  of  the  23d  in  a  manner  that  does  those  offi-  j  able  and  gallant  manner  in  which  he  directed  hia 
cers  the  highest  honour.  They  have  continued !  fire^  bu»  for  the  general  activity  he  displayed  in 


through  the  campaign  to  do  their  duty  with  the 
same  zeal  and  ability  with  which  it  was  commen¬ 
ced.  On  that  occasion  the  country  lost  a  valuable 
officer  in  the  death  of  lieutenant  McClellan  of  the 
Tth  infantry,  who  fell  while  bravely  leading  his 
company.  Lt.  Dupuy  of  the  44th,  although  se¬ 
verely  wounded  in  this  action  returned  in  time  to 
take  a  share  in  all  the  subsequent  attacks. 

To  the  Tennessee  mounted  gunmen,  to  their 
gallant  leader  brigadier  general  Coffee,  the  gener¬ 
al  presents  his  warmest  thunks,  not  only  for  their 
uniform  good  conduct  in  action,  but  for  the  won¬ 
derful  patience  with  which  they  hav'e  borne  the  fa¬ 
tigue,  and  the  perseverance  with  which  they  sur¬ 
mounted  the  difficulties  of  a  most  painful  march, 
in  order  to  meet  the  enemy— a  diligence  and  zeal 
to  which  we  probably  owe  the  salvation  of  the 
country.  Ordinary  activity  W'ould  have  brought 
them  too  late  to  act  the  brilliant  part  thev  have 
performed  in  the  defeat  of  our  invmders.  All  the 
officers  of  that  corps  have  distinguished  themselves ; 
but  the  general  cannot  avoid  mentioning  the  name 
of  It.  col.  Lauderdale  who  fell  on  the  night  of  the 
23d— and  those  of  cols.  Dyer,  Gibson  and  Blliott 
who  were  wounded,  but  disdaining  personal  con¬ 
siderations  remained  firm  to  their  duty.  ^ 

The  cavalry  from  the  Mississippi  territory^  un¬ 
der  their  enterprising  leader  m^tjor  Hinds,  was  aU 
ways  ready  to  perforin  every  service  which  the 
nature  of  the  country  enabled  them  to  execute. — 
The  daring  manner  in  which  they  reconnoitered 
the  enemy  on  his  lines,  excited  the  admiration  of 
one  army  and  the  astonishment  of  the  other. 

Major  General  Carrol,  commanding  thedetach- 
ment  of  West  Tennessee  militia,  has  shewn  the 
greatest  zeal  for  the  service,  a  strict  attention  to 
duty,  and  an  ability  and  courage  that  will  always 
recommend  him  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country. — 
H<8  troops  have,  since  the  lines  were  formed,  oc 
copied  and  defended  the  weakest  part  of  them,  & 
borne,  without  a  murmur,  an  encampment  on  a 
marshy  and  unhealthy  soil.  In  the  memorable  ac* 
tion  of  the  8th  of  January,  the  chief  efTort  of  the 
enemy  was  directed  against  them  ;  but  their  val¬ 
our,  and  that  of  the  brave  men  who  supported 
them,  (general  Goflee’s  brigade  on  the  left,  and  a 
part  of  the  Kentucky  troops  on  the  right)  soon 
made  it  clear  that  a  rampart  ol  high  minded  men 
is  a  belter  defence  than  the  must  regular  forlitica 
tion.  ® 

Gen.  Adair,  who,  owing  to  the  indisposition  of 
general  Thomas,  brought  up  the  Kentucky  mili¬ 
tia,  bas  shewn  that  troops  will  always  be  valiant 
when  their  leaders  are  so.  No  men  ever  d'lspla;- 
ed  a  more  gallant  spirit  than  these  did  under  that 
most  valuable  officer.  His  country  is  under  obli¬ 
gations  to  him. 

The  general  would  be  ungrateful  or  insensible 

merit,  if  he  did  not  particularly  noiicetbe  con 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  who  so  bravely  sup¬ 
ported  and  so  skillfully  directed  his  artillery.  Col- 
^cl  M’Rea,  in  the  action  of  the  23d,  shewed,  as 
^  always  does,  great  courage.  Lieut.  Spots,  un- 
w  who^  immediate  direction  our  artillery  had 
I  n  placed,  led  it  to  action  with  a  daring  courage 
crrihy  of  admiration,  CapUia  Humphrey  com* 


his  department. 

Lieut  Norris,  of  the  navy,  with,  Mr.  Walkers 
Martin,  and  a  detachment  of  seamen  was  station¬ 
ed  at  the  2d  batter>  ;  and  lieut.  Grawley,  wth 
Mr.  AV.  Livingston,  (master’s  mate)  with  a  similar 
detachment,  were  stationed  at  a  32  pounder, 
which  was  remarkably  well  directed — they  per¬ 
formed  their  duty  with  the  zeal  and  bravery  which 
has  always  characterised  the  navy  of  the  United 
States.  Captains  Dominique  and  llelluche,  lately 
commanding  privateers  at  Barataria,  with  part  of 
their  former  crew,  and  many  brave  citizens  of 
New-Orleans,  were  stationed  at  Nos.  3  and  4. 
The  general  cannot  avoid,  giving  his  warm  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  manner  in  which  these  gentlemen 
have  uniformly  conducted  themselves  while  under 
bis  command,  and  of  the  gallantry  with  which 
they  have  redeemed  the  pledge  they  gave  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  to  defend  the  country. 
The  brothers  Lafiue  have  exhibited  the  same 
courage  and  fidelity  ;  and  the  general  promises 
that  the  government  shall  be  duly  apprised  of 
their  conduct.  Colonel  Ferry,  deputy  quarter¬ 
master-general,  volunteered  his  services  at  No.  6 ; 
he  was  ably  aided  by  lieut.  Ker  of  the  artillery— 
his  battery  was  well  served,  bravely  supported, 
and  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy.  Nos.  8  and  9, 

I  were  directed  by  Ueut,  Spotts  with  his  usual  skill 
and  bravery,  assisted  by  Mr.  Cheaveau. 

The  general  takes  the  highest  pleasure  in  no¬ 
ticing  the  conduct  of  general  Garrique  de  Fiaujac, 
commanding  one  of  the  brigades  of  militia  of 
this  state,  and  member  of  the  senate.  Uis  bri¬ 
gade  not  being  in  the  field  as  soon  as  the  invasion 
w’as  knowm,  repaired  to  the  camp  and  offered 
himself  as  a  volunteer  for  the  service  of  a  piece 
of  artillery,  which  he  directed  with  the  skill 
which  was  to  be  expected  from  an  experienced 
artillery  officer,  disdaining  the  exemption  afford¬ 
ed  by  his  seat  in  the  senate,  he  continued  in  thin 
subordinate  but  honorable  station  :  and  by  his  ex¬ 
ample  as  well  as  his  exertion,  has  rendered  essen¬ 
tial  services  to  his  country — Mr.  Sebastian  Hir- 
lart  of  the  same  body,  set  the  same  example, 
served  a  considerable  time  in  the  ranks  of  the 
volunteer  battalion,  and  afterwards  asa^u^am  ef 
the  coloured  troops.  Major  Plauche’s  battalion 
of  volunteers,  though  deprived  of  the  valuable 
services  of  major  Larmac,  who  commanded 
them,  by  a  wound  which  that'  officer  received  in 
the  attack  of  the  28th  of  December,  hare  real¬ 
ized  all  the  anticipations  which  the  general  hadv 
formed  of  their  conduct.  Major  Plauche,  and' 
major  St-  Jeme  of  that  corps,  have  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  activity,  their  courage,  and 
their  zeal ;  and  the  whole  corps  have  greatly  con¬ 
tributed  to  enable  the  general  to  redeem  the- 
pledge  he  gave,  when,  at  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  he  promised  the  country,  not  only  safety, 
but  a  splendid  triumph  over  its  insolent  invaders. 
The  two  corps  of  coloured  volunteers,  have  not  dis¬ 
appointed  the  hopes  that  were  formed  of  their  esur- 
age  and  perseverance  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  Maj.  Lacoste  and  Daquin,  who  commanded 
them  have  deserved  well  of  their  country.  Captain 
Savary’s  conduct  llks  been  noticed  m  the  account 
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rendered  of  the  battle  of  the  23d,  and  that  officer 
has  since  continued  to  merit  tlie  highest  praise. 
Captain  Beale’s  company  of  the  city  riflemen  has 
sustained,  by  its  subsequent  conduct,  the  reputa¬ 
tion  it  acquired  in  the  action  of  the  23d  Col.  de 
la  Ronde,  of  the  Louisiana  militia,  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  serviceable  by  His  exertions,  and  has 
shown  great  courage,  and  an  uniform  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  the  country.  Gen.  Humbert,  who 
offered  his  services  as  a  volunteer,  has  continual¬ 
ly  exposed  himself  to  the  greatest  dangers,  with 
his  characteristii’  bravery,  as  has  also  the  oVIexi- 
can  field  marshal  Hon  Juan  de  Anayer,  who  acted 
in  the  same  capacity.  The  general  acknowledges 
the  important  assistance  he  has  received  from 
commodore  Patterson  as  well  by  his  professional 
exertion,  as  the  zealous  co-operation  of  his  de¬ 
partment  during  the  whole  course  of  the  c^im- 
paign  Captain  Henly,  on  board  of  the  Caroline, 
and  afterwards  in  directing  the  erection  of  seve¬ 
ral  batteries  at  the  Bayou  and  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  was  of  great  utility  to  the  army.  Lt. 
Alexis,  of  the  navy,  stationed  in  tlie  navy  arsenal, 
was  indefatigable  in  exertions  to  forward  to  the 
army  every  thing  which  could  facilitate  its  opera¬ 
tions — his  zeal  and  activity  deserve  the  notice  of 
the  government.  Major  Nicks,  who,  by  an  acci* ! 
dental  wound,  was  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of 
commanding  the  7'h  regiment  during  the  cam-j 
paign,  was  continually  employed  in  the  fort,  and  | 
furnished  the  ammunition  and  the  artillery  that 
was  wanted  with  the  greatest  activity  and  promp- 
ti  ude.  To  the  volunteers  of  the  Missisippi  Ter¬ 
ritory,  and  to  the  militia  of  the  remoter  purls  of 
this  state,  w'ho  have  arrived  since  the  decisive 
action  of  the  8ih,  the  general  tenders  his  thanks, 
and  is  convinced  that  nothing  but  opportunity 
was  wanting  to  entitle  them  to  the  praises  that 
have  been  merited  by  the  rest  of  the  army.  Cap¬ 
tain  Ogden’s  troop  of  horse  was  peculiarly  use¬ 
ful' by  their  local  knowledge  of  the  ground  on 
which  they  acted,  and  the  small  detachment  of 
the  Attacapas  dragoons,  stationed  near  head-quar¬ 
ters,  were  indefatigable  in  performing  all  the  du¬ 
ties  which  devolved  on  them. 

The  general  would  not  do  justice  to  his  staff  if 
he  did  not  bestow  deserved  p’.  a»se  on  the  adjutant 
general,  colonel  Butler,  and  his  assistant  major 
Chotard,  for  the  zeal  and  activity  in  the  impor¬ 
tant  department  of  service  confided  to  them,  and 
for  the  bravery  which  led  them  wherever  danger 
or  duty  required  their  presence.  The  vigilance, 
courage  and  attention  to  duty  exhibited  during 
the  campaign  by  col.  Haynes,  and  his  two  assis¬ 
tants  m£^ors  Davis,  &  Hampton,  have  been  appre- 
ciated  as  they  deserved  to  be  by  the  general. 

The.  general’s  aids  de  camp,  Thomas  L.  But¬ 
ler,  and  captain  John  Reed,  as  well  as  his  volun¬ 
teer  aids,  Messrs  Livingston,  Duncan,  Grymes, 
Duplessis  and  major  Davezac  de  Castera,  the 
judge  advocate,  nave  merited  the  thanks  of 
the  general,  by  the  calm  and  deliberate  cour¬ 
age  they  have  displayed  on  every  occasion, 
and  in  every  situation  that  called  it  forth.  The 
^pographical  engineer,  major  Tatum,  exhibited 
all  the  ardour  of  youth  in  the  hour  of  peril,  united 
to  the  experience  by  his  long  sarvices.  The 
chief  engineer,  major  Lacarrierede  la  Tour,  has 
been  useful  to  the  army  by  his  talents  and  brave- ; 
ry.  The  same  praises  are  due  to  his  assistants, 


;  captain  Lewis  Livingston  and  Mr.'Latrobe. 

I  medical  staff  b.Ts  merited  well  af  the  country,  and 
the  general  would  not  do  justice  to  his  own  feel¬ 
ings,  were  he  to  withhold  from  Dr.  Ker,  hospital 
I  surgeon,  who  volunteered  his  ser\'ices,  and  Dr. 
Flood,  the  just  tribute  of  applause  deserved  by 
them  for  their  medical  skill  and  personal  bravery. 
The  quarter-master’s  department,  though  depriv- 
ed  of  the  personal  exertions  of  Col.  Piat.  who  was 
wounded  in  the  night,  action  of  the  3d.  performed 
well  all  their  duties.  Major  general  Villere.  and 
brigadier  Morgan  have  merited  the  approbation 
of  the  general  by  their  unwearied  attention  since 
»hey  took  the  field. 

'I'he  large  mortar  Was  ably  directed  by  captains 
Lefebre  and  by  Mr.  Gilbert.  Captain  Blanchard 
was  very  useful  as  an  engineer,  and  merits  the  ge- 
^  neral’s  praise  for  the  celerity  and  skill  with  which 
I  he  erected  the  battery,  which  now  commands  the 
[  river,  on  the  right  of  the  camp.  Mr.  Busqust 
I  and  Mr.  Ducoin,  of  major  St.  ti erne’s  company, 

I  displayed  great  knowledge  and  dexterity  as  artil- 
!  lerists.  To  the  whole  army,  the  general  presents 
the  a  surance  of  the  official  approbation,  and  of 
his  individual  regard.  This  splendid  campaign, 
will  be  considered  as  entitling  every  man  who  has 
siTved  in  it,  to  the  salutation  of  his  brother  in 


arms. 


By  command. 


ROBERT  BUTLER, 
Adjutant  General. 

Chronological  accmint  of  the  prvieipal  events  in 
the  life  of  Bonaparte, 

1769. 

Ang.  15.  Born  at  Ajaccio,  in  Corsica. 

1779. 

March  Placed  in  the  military  school  at  Bri 
enne. 

1793,  An  officer  of  artillery  at  the  siege  of 
Toulon,  and  appointed  general  of 


1704. 


brigade. 


Oct.  4.  Commands  the  conventional  troops, 
and  defeats  the  Parisians. 

1796.  Appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
army  of  Italy. 

May  11.  Battle  of  Lodi. 

Aug.  3.  Battle  of  Castiglione. 

Nov.  16.  Battle  of  Areola. 

1707. 

Feb.  2.  Surrender  of  Mantua. 

Mar.  23.  Trieste  surrenders. 

April  18.  PrCliminaries  with  Austria  signed  at 
Lenben.  ^ 

May  16.  French  take  possession  of  Venice. 
Oct.  16.  Treaty  of  Campo  Formio  with  Afl 
stria. 

1798. 

May  20.  Bonaparte  sails  for  Egypt. 

July  21.  Battle  of  Embabe,  or  of  the  pyra? 
mids. 

Oct.  24.  InsiirreGtioD  at  Cairo. 

1799. 

May  21.  Siege  of  Acre  raised. 

Aug.  23.  Sails  from  Egypt  for  France, 

Oct.  7.  Lands  at  Frejus. 

Nov.  9.  Dissolves  the  conventioDal 
Kent. 
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10. 
1800. 
l^eb.  15. 
May  15. 
June  15. 
July  18. 

Dec.  8. 

25. 
1801. 

Feb.  9. 
Mar.  21. 
Aug.  16. 
Oct.  8. 
1802. 
Jan.  26. 

Mar.  27. 
May  15. 
Aug.  2. 
28. 

1803. 
May  18. 
June  5. 

1804. 
Feb.  — 
Mar.  2. 
April  6. 
May  18. 
Nov.  19. 

1805. 
Feb.  — 

April  11. 

May  26. 
Sept.  25, 

Oct.  20. 
Nov.  13. 
Dec.  2. 
15. 

26. 

1806. 
Mar.  30. 

June  5. 

July  26. 

27. 
Sept.  24. 
Oct.  14. 

27. 
Nov.  19. 

1807. 
Feb.  3. 
June^  14. 
July  7. 

20. 

29. 
Aug.  21. 
Sept.  27. 


Declared  first  consul. 

Peace  made  with  the  Choiians. 
Bonaparte  crosses  the  St.  Bernard. 
Battle  ot*  Marengo. 

Preliminaries  with  Austria  signed  at 
Paris. 

Battle  of  HohenlindeiK 
Explosion  of  the  infernal  machine. 

Treaty  of  Lunneville  with  Austria. 
Battle  of  Alexandria. 

Nelson  attacks  the  Boulogne  flotilla. 
Preliminaries  signed  with  England. 

The  Cisalpine  republic  placed  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Bonaparte. 
Definitive  treaty  with  England. 
Legion  of  honour  instituted. 

Declared  consul  for  life. 

Swiss  form  of  government  changed 
by  the  interference  of  the  French. 

English  declaration  of  war. 

Hanover  conquered. 

Moreau  arrested. 

Due  d'Enghien  shot. 

Pichegm  dies  in  prison. 

Bonaparte  declared  emperor. 
Crowned  by  the  pope. 

Writes  a  pacific  letter  to  the  King  of 
England|a 

Treaty  of  retersburg.  between  En¬ 
gland,  Russia,  Austria  and  Sweden. 
Bonaparte  declared  King  of  Italy. 
Bonaparte  heads  his  army  against 
Austria. 

Mack’s  army  surrenders  at  Ulm. 
French  enter  Vienna. 

Battle  of  Aiisterlitz. 

Treaty  of  Vienna  with  Prussia.  1 
Do.  of  Presburgh  with  Austria. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  declared  King  of 
Naples. 

Louis  Bonaparte  declared  King  of 
Holland. 

Convention  of  the  Jews. 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine  published. 
Bonaparte  marches  against  Prussia. 
Battle  of  Auerstadt  or  Jena. 
Bonaparte  enters  Berlin. 

Hambfirgh  taken. 

Berlin  decree. 

Battle  of  Eylau. 

Battle  of  Friedland. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  declared  King  of 
Spain. 

Surrender  of  Dupont’s  army  at  Bay- 
lia. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  evacuates  Madrid. 
Battle  of  Vimeria. 

Conference  at  Erfurth. 


Nov.  5.  Bonaparte  arrives  at  Vittoria. 

Dec.  .  4.  Surrender  of  Madrid. 

1809. 

Jan.  16.  Battle  of  Corunna 

22.  Bonaparte  returns  to  Paris. 

AprH  6.  War  declared  by  Austria. 

13.  Bonaparte  heads  his  army  against 
Austria. 

May  10.  French  enter  Vienna. 

22.  Battle  of  Esling  or  Aspem. 

July  6.  Battle  of  Wagrain. 

Aug.  15.  Flushing  taken  by  the  English. 

Oct.  14.  Treaty  of  Vienna  with  Austria. 

Dec.  13.  Lucien  Bonaparte  arrives  in  Ea 
gland. 

16.  Bon;iparte’s  marriage  with  Josephine 
dissolved. 

23.  Waleheren  evacuated  by  the  English.^ 


1810. 


Mar. 

11. 

July 

9. 

Aug. 

21. 

Dec. 

— 

1811. 

Jan. 

1. 

April 

20. 

Sept. 

2. 

1812. 

Jan. 

22. 

May 

9. 

June 

11. 

28. 

Aiig. 

18. 

Sept. 

7. 

1 

14. 

Oct. 

22. 

Nov. 

9. 

Dec. 

13. 

1813. 

April 

— - 

May 

1. 

20. 

Juue 

4. 

21. 

Aug. 

17. 

28. 

Sept. 

7. 

28. 

Oct. 

18. 

Nov. 

15. 

Dec. 

1. 

8. 

1814, 

Jan. 

4. 

Mar. 

30. 

I 


Bonaparte  marries  Maria  Louisa^ 
daiighter  of  Francis  If. 

Holland  and  the  Hansetowns  annex¬ 
ed  to  the  French  empire. 
Bernadotte  elected  crown  prince  of 
Sweden. 

Decree  restraining  the  liberty  of  the 
press. 

Hamburgh  annexed  to  the  empire. 
The  empress  delivered  of  a  son  who 
B  styled  King  of  Rome. 

Bonaparte  present  at  an  engagement 
between  the  Boulogne  flotilla  ant! 
an  EngPish  cruiser. 

Swedish  Pomerania  seized  by  Bbna- 
parte. 

He  heads  the  army  against  Russia. 
Arrives  at  Konigsberg. 

Enters  Wilna. 

Smolensko  taken. 

Battle  of  Moskwa  or  Borodino. 
French  enter  Moskow. 

Evacuate  it  again. 

Bonaparte  arrives  at  Smolensko. 
Arrives  at  Paris.  ’ 

i 

Takes  the  command  of  the  army  om. 

the  Elbe. 

Battle  of  Lutzen. 

Elattle  of  Bautzen. 

Armistice  agreed  on. 

Battle  of  Vittoria. 

Hostilities  recommence.. 

Battle  of  Dresden. 

Moreau  killed. 

English  enter  Frances 
Bonaparte  evacuates  Dresden; 

Battle  of  Leipsifc. 

Revolution  in  Holland. 

Declaration  of  the  allies  at  Frank*^ 
fort. 

English  army  cross  the  Nive. 

Allies  cross  the  Rhine. 

Battle  on  Montmartre. 
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31 .  k  Hie*  ^nter  Paris. 

April  11.  Boimparte  abdicates  th6  throne. 
8.  Arrives  at  Elba. 


CURIOUS  DOCUMENT. 

For  the  following  statement,  &c.  (which  we 
Americans  would  term  a  'proclamation  or  a  state 
paper)  we  are  indebted  to  the  politeness  of  a 
gentleman  who  was  long  a  resident  in  Canton. — 
We  presume  it  was  elicited  from  his  “  Celestial 
Majesty”  by  the  revolutionary  spirit  which  per¬ 
vaded  his  empire,  and  threatened  to  destroy  the 
foundation  of  his  throne.  The  emperor  disco¬ 
vers  a  Christian  humility,  which  generally  meets 
with  insupeiable  enemies  in  the  influence  of 
fiatteiy  and  the  corruption  of  power. 

Statement  by  his  Celestial  Majesty^  Ked  Kino 
Emperor  of  China, 

IMPERIAL  NOTICE. 

A  revolution  has  occurred  (1)  for  which  I 
blame  myself.  I,  whose  virtues  are  of  an  infe- 
rich*  class,  received  with  much  veneration  the 
empire,  from  my  imperial  father,  tdghteen  year« 
ago.  I  have  not  dared  to  indulge  myself  in 
sloth.  When  I  ascended  the  throne,  the  sect 
of  the  Pc-Lien  (2)  threw  into  rebellion  four  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  the  ficople  sufiered  what  1  cannot 
bear  to  express.  I  ordered  my  generals  to  go 
against  them,  and,  after  eight  years  conflict,  re¬ 
duced  them  to  subjection.  I  hoped  that  hence¬ 
forward  I  should  have  enjoyed  perpetual  plea- 
nure  and  peace  with  my  children,  the  people. 
Unexpectedly,  on  the  6th  day  of  the  eighth 
moon  of  the  present  year,  (3)  the  sect  of  Tien- 
Lee,  (i.  e.  celestial  reason  and  illuminati]  a  ban¬ 
ditti  of  vagabonds,  created  disturbance  and 
caused  much  injury,  from  the  district  of  Chang- 
Yuen,  in  the  province  of  Peche-Le,  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  of  Tsao  in  the  province  of  Shantung.  I 
hastened  to  order  the  Viceroy  of  Pekin  to  lead 
forth  an  army  to  exterminate  them,  and  to  res¬ 
tore  peace. 

This  ({ffair  was  yet  the  distance  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  Lee  (4)  fron^  Pekin  ;  but  suddenly,  on  the 
fifth  of  the  ninth  month  of  the  present  year,  (5) 
a  rebellion  arose  under  my  own  arms.  (6)  The 
misery  has  arisen  in  my  own  house.  (7)  A  ban¬ 
ditti  of  seventy  persons  and  upwards,  of  the  sect 
of  Tien-Lce,  violated  the  prohibited  gate,  and 
entered  within-side.  They  wounded  the  guards, 
and  entered  the  Inner  palace.  Four  rebels  (rob¬ 
bers)  were  seized  aud  bound.  Three  othei's  as¬ 
cended  the  wall  with  a  flag.  My  imperial  se¬ 
cond  son  seized  a  mnsket  and  shot  two  of  the 
rebels ;  my  nephew  killed  the  third.  After 
this  tlie  rebels  retired,  and  the  palace  was  re- 
•tored  to  tranquility.  For  this  I  am  indebted 
to  the  energies  of  ray  imperial  second  son.  The 
princes  aud  chief  officers  of  the  Sung-tsung  gate 
led  forth  the  troops,  and  after  two  days  and  one 
nighPs  utmost  exertions,  completely  routed  the 
rcl^ls. 

My  family,  Ta-tsing,  has  continued  to  rule  the 
empire  one  hundred  and  seventy  years.  My 
CraDdfather  and  Imperial  father,  in  the  most  af¬ 


fectionate  manner,  loved  the  people  iis  childreii, 
I  am  unable  to  express  their  virtues  and  benevo¬ 
lence.  Though  I  cannot  pretend  to  have  equal¬ 
led  their  good  government  and  the  love  of  the 
people,  yet  I  have  not  oppressed  or  ill  used  my 
people.  This  sudden  change  J  am  unable  to 
account  for ;  it  must  arise  froiil  the  low  state  of 
iny  virtue  and  my  accimnilated  imperfections. 
I  can  only  reproach  myself.  Though  this  rebel¬ 
lion  has  burst  forth  in  a  moment,  the  misery  has 
I  been  long  collecting.  Four  words.  Indulgence, 
Carelessness,  81oth  and  Contempt,  (8)  express 
the  soui'ce  whence  this  great  crime  has  arisen. 
Hence  within  side  and  without  side  (9)  are  in  tlie 
same  state,  though  I  have  again  and  a  third  time 
given  warning,  till  my  tongue  is  blunted  and  my 
lips  parched,  yet  none 'of  my  ministers  have 
been  able  to  comprehend  it.  They  have  go¬ 
verned  carelessly,  and  caused  the  present  occur¬ 
rence.  Nothing  like  it  occurred 
dynasties  of  Han,  of  Sung,  of  Tang, 

The  attempt  at  assassination  in  the 
dyniasty  of  Shing,  does  not  equal  the  present 
outrage  by  more  than  ten  degrees.  When  1 
think  of  it  I  cannot  bear  to  mention  it.  1  would 
examine  myself,  reform  and  rectify  my  heart, 
to  correspond  to  the  gracious  conduct  of  Hea¬ 
ven  above  me,  and  to  do  away  the  resentments  of 
my  people,  who  are  placed  below  me.  All  ray 
ministers  (10)  who  would  be  honest  and  faithful 
to  the  dynasty  of  Ta-tsing,  must  exert  them- 
serves  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and  do 
their  utmost  to  make  amends  for  my  defects,  as 
well  as  to  reibrin  the  irAuners  of  the  people. 
Tliose  who  can  be  contented  to  be  mean,  may 
hang  their  ca])s(1 1)  against  tiie  wall  and  go  home, 
and  end  their  days ;  and  not  sit  inactive  as  dead 
bodies  in  their  places,  to  secure  their  incomes, 
and  thereby  increase  my  crimes.  The  tears  fall 
as  my  pencil  writes  !  1  despatch  this  to  inform 

my  whole  empire.  KED  KINL. 

Palace  rf  Pekin^  9th  moon, 

^th  day,  IHthyeat.  (12) 

NOTES. 

1  An  attempt  at  revolution  or  change. 

2  White  water  flowers. 

S  August  31  Ft,  1813. 

4  Two  hundred  miles,  English. 

5  September  23d,  1813. 

6  Under  my  own  arm-pits,  a  stlrong  expressioa 
for  his  own  family. 

7  Within  my  own  walls. 

8  Contempt  of,  or  neglect  of  business. 

^  My  own  family  and  abroad  in  the  Empire. 

10  Servants  and  great  officers. 

11  The  cap  with  the  button  is  the  insignia  of 
office. 

12  September  30th,  1813. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Headquarters^  Albany^  22d  Feb.  I8I5. 
The  commander  in  chief  announces,  with  the 
most  heartfelt  sati.s faction,  to  the  militia  of  the 
Itate  of  ffew-York,  the  ratification  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  hetvireon  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  In  congratulating  them  on  this  auspi¬ 
cious  event,  he  cannot  withhold  an  expression  of 
his  praise  and  gratitude  for  the  fidelity  with 
which  they  have  on  all  occasions  obeyed  the  va¬ 
rious  calls  of  service  in  defence  of  the  state, 
which  its  safety  compelled  him  to  make. 

While  he  applauds  their  soldler-like  deport¬ 
ment  in  arms,  and  the  fortitude  which  they 
have  evinced  under  the  privations  and  sufferings 
of  war,  be  cannot  but  hope  that  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  an  honourable  peace,  the  smiles  of  an 
approving  conscience,  and  the  gratitude  of  a  vir¬ 
tuous  and  patriotic  people,  will  be  regarded  by 
them  as  an  ample  reward  for  their  many  sacrifices. 

The  commander  in  chief  is  especially  charged 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  con- 
Tcy  to  the  militia  of  this  state  his  thanks  for 
tJie  patriotism,  zeal  and  perseverance  so  emi¬ 
nently  displayed  by  them  in  defence  of  the 
Fights  of  their  country. 

By  order  of  the  commander  in  chief, 

SOL.  VAN  RENSSELAER,  Adj.  Gen. 

Extract  froq;^  the  instructions  of  the  war  depart¬ 
ment  to  commanding  generals  of  districts  and 
armies  relative  to  militia  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office, 

18lfA  February,  1815. 

Toil  will  discharge  all  militia,  volunteers  and 
detachments  now  in  service  within  your  com¬ 
mand. 

Those  troops  will  be  previously  mustered 
conformably  to  the  following  provisions  of  the 
laws  and  regiiiaMons  relative  to  militia  drafts. 

An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia. 
Ac.  pas.scd  April  18tb,  1814.  Section  11.  In  all 
cases  where  a  brigade  of  militia  shall  be  called 
forth  for  actual  service,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  brigade  major  of  such  brigade  to  inspect 
and  muster  the  same  and  sign  the  muster  rolls 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled 
“  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na¬ 
tional  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  mili¬ 
tia  throughout  the  United  States.”  If  less  than 
a  brigadier  be  called  forth,  then  it  shall  be  the 
<b*ty  of  a  brigade  major  witluu  the  district 
wherein  such  militia  may  rendezvous,  to  inspect 
and  muster  the  same,  and  sign  the  muster  rolls. 
Two  musters  to  be  made  in  the  manner  atbre- 
said ;  one  on  the  assembling,  and  the  other  on 
the  discharge  of  such  militia.  If  there  should 
be  no  brigade  major  in  the  vicinity,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  may  direct  any  officer  under  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  whether  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  troops  or  militia,  to  inspect  and  muster  the 
militia  so  called  forth.”  ”  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  officer  so  mustering  and  inspecting  mili¬ 
tia  detachments  to  make  immediate  report 
VOE.  Ill,  F  f 


thereof  to  the  war  department*  Payment  will 
be  made  through  tlie  regiinentaJ  paymaster  ia 
all  cases  in  which  the  corps  shall  be  organized 
as  a  regiment ;  and  in  all  cases  in  which  it  shall 
fall  short  of  the  number  necessary  to  teat  or¬ 
ganization,  by  the  paymaster  accompanying  the 
army  or  division  to  which  it  may  belong.” 

By  order  of  the  secretary  of  war, 

I  D.  PARKER,  Adj.  and  Insp,  Gen. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Henley^  command¬ 
ing  the  United  States  Schooner  Caroline,  to 
Commodore  Patterson,  dated  New  Orleans^ 
December  2^th, 

Sir — 1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
after  you  left  on  the  26th  iiist.  in  pursuance  to 
your  order,  ever)^possible  exertion  was  made  to 
move  the  schooner  Caroline  higher  up  the  river 
and  near  General  Jackson^s  camp,  without  suc¬ 
cess  ;  the  wind  being  at  N.  N.  W.  and  blowing 
fresh  and  too  scant  to  get  under  way,  and  the 
current  too  rapid  to  move  her  by  warping,  which 
I  had  endeavoured  to  do  wjth  my  crew. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  oi'  the  27tb,  the 
enemy  opened  upon  the  Caroline  a  battery  of 
five  guns  from  ivhich  they  threw  shells  and  hot 
shot ;  returned  their  fire  with  the  long  12  ptiund- 
er,  the  only  gun  ou  board  which  could  carry 
across  the  river,  the  remainder  of  the  battery 
being  light  12  pound  carrouades.  . 

The  air  being  light  and  at  north,  rendered  it 
impossible  to  get  under  way ;  the  second  shot 
6red  by  the  enemy  lodged  in  the  .schooner’s  main 
hold  under  the  cables,  aod  in  such  a  situation  as 
not  to  be  come  at.  and  fired  her,  which  rapidly 
progressed ;  finding  that  hot  shot  were  passing 
through  her  cabin  and  filling  room,  which  con¬ 
tained  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder;  her 
bulwarks  all  knocked  down  by  the  enemy’s  shot, 
the  vessel  in  a  sinking  situation,  and  tb^  fire  in¬ 
creasing,  and  expecting  every  moment  that  she 
would  blow  up;  at  a  little  after  sunrise  1  r«- 
luctantly  gave  orders  for  the  crew  to  abandon 
her,  which  was  effected  with  the  loss  of  one 
killed  aiid  six  wounded ;  a  short  time  after  I 
bad  succeeded  in  getting  the  crew  ou  shore,  1 
had  the  extreme  mortification  of  seeing  her 
blow  up. 

It  afibrds  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge 
the  able  assi.stauce  1  received  from  Lieutenants 
Norris  and  Crowley,  and  Sailing  Master  Hatter* 
aud  to  say  that  ray  officers  and  crew  behaved  on 
this  occ4isioiJ,  as  well  as  on  the  23d  when  under 
your  own  eye,  in  a  most  gallaut  manner. 

Almost  every  article  of  clothing  belonging  to 
the  officers  and  crew,  from  the  rapid  prioress 
of  the  fire,  was  involved  iu  the  destruction  of 
the  vessel. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully» 
your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  D.  HENLEY. 

P.  8.  I  have  not  made  out  a  detailed  account 
of  the  action  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  as  you 
were  on  board  during  the  whole  action. 

Captain  Daniel  T.  Patterson, 

Commanding  U.  States  naval  forces 
on  the  New  Orleans  station. 
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Copies  (f  letters  from  Com.  Patterson,  com¬ 
manding  our  naval  force  on  the  Orleans  sta¬ 
tion  to  the  secretary  of  the  iiavy,  dated  U.  S. 
Ship  Louisiana,  4  miles  below  New  Orleans, 
29th  Dec.  1814. 

Sir — 1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th  instant,  at  about  half 
past  7,  1  perceived  our  advanced  guard  retreat¬ 
ing  towards  our  lines — the  enemy  pursuing ;  fired 
shot,  shells,  and  rockets,  from  field  artillery, 

'  with  which  they^  advanced  on  the  road  behind 
the  levee — sprung  the  ship  to  bring  the  star¬ 
board  guns  to  bear  upon  the  enemy  ;  at  25  mi¬ 
nutes  past  8,  A.  M.  the  enemy  opened  their  fire 
upon‘the  ship,  with  shells,  hot  shot  and  rockets, 
which  was  instantly  returned  with  great  spirit 
and  much  apparent  effect,  and  continued  with¬ 
out  intermission  till  1  P.  M.  when  the  enemy 
slackened  their  fire,  and  retreated  with  a  part 
of  their  artilleiy  from  each  of  their  batteries, 
evidently  with  great  loss.  Two  attempts  were 
made  to  screen  one  heavy  piece  of  ordnance 
mounted  behind  the  levee,  with  which  they 
threw  hot  shot  at  the  ship,  and  which  had’ been 
a  long  time  abandoned  before  they  succeeded  in 
recovering  it,  and  then  it  must  have  been  with 
very  great  loss,  as  I  distinctly  saw,  with  the  aid 
of  iny  glass,  several  shot  strike  in  the  midst  of 
'  the  men,  (seamen,)  who  were  employed  in  drag¬ 
ging  it  away. 

At  3  P.  M.  the  enemy  were  silenced ;  at  4, 
ceased  firing  from  the  ship,  the  enemy  having 
retired  beyond  the  range  of  her  guns.  Many  of 
their  shot  passed  over  the  ship,  and  their  shells 
burst  over  her  decks,  which  were  strewed  with 
their  fragments  ;  yet  after  an  incessant  cannon- 
'  ading  of  upwards  of  7  hours,  during  which  800 
shot  were  fired  from  the  ship,  one  man  only  was 
wounded  slightly,  by  a  piece  of  a  shell,  and  1 
’  shot  passed  between  the  bowsprit  and  heel  of 
’  the  jib  boom. 

The  enemy  drew  up  his  whole  force,  evident¬ 
ly  with  an  intention  of  assaulting  Gcii.  Jackson’s 
lines  under  cover  of  his  heavy  cannon,  but  his 
cannonading  being  so  warmly  returned  from  the 
lines  and  ship  Louisiana,  caused  him,  I  presume, 

'  to  abandon  his  project,  as  he  retired  without 
making  the  attempt.  You  will  have  learned  by 
my  former  letters,  that  the  crew  of  the  liOuisiana 
is  composed  ot  men  of  all  nations.  (English  ex¬ 
cepted)  taken  from  the  streets  of  New  Orleans 
not  a  fortnight  before  the  battle ;  yet  I  never 
knew  guns  better  served,  or  a  more  animated 
fire,  than  was  supported  from  her. 

Lieutenant  C.  C.  B.  Thompson  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  discipline  to  which  in  so  short  aj 
time  be  had  brought  such  meii,  two  Uiirds  oi 
vrhom  do  not  understand  English. 

.  General  Jackson  having  applied  for  officers 
and  men  to  work  the  heavy  cannon  on  his  lines 
furnished  by  me.  Lieutenants  Norris  and  Crow¬ 
ley,  of  the  late  schooner  Caroline,  instantly  vo¬ 
lunteered,  and  with  the  greater  part  of  her  crew 
were  sent  to  man  those  cannon,  which  they  ser¬ 
ved  during  the  action  herein  detailed.  The  ene¬ 
my  must  have  suffered  a  great  loss  in  that  day’s 


action,  by  the  heavy  fire  from  the  ship  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Jackson’s  lines,  where  the  camion  was  of 
heavy  calibre,  and  served  with  great  spirit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  conside¬ 
ration  and  respect,  your  obe  dient  servant, 

DANL.  T.  PATTERSON. 
The  Hon.  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Marine  Battery,  five  miles  below  New  Orleans, 
13/k  Januari/,  1815. 

Sir — 1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
during  the  2d  and  3<1  inst.  I  landed  from  the 
ship  and  mounted  ns  the  former  ones,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  four  more  12  poumfors,  and 
erected  a  furnace  for  heating  shot,  to  destroy  a 
number  of  buildings  which  intervened  between 
Genera!  Jackson’s  lines  and  the  camp  of  the 
enemy,  and  occupied  by  him.  On  the  evening 
of  the  4th,  1  succeeded  in  firing  a  number  of 
them,  and  some  rice  stacks  by  iny  hot  shot, 
which  the  enemy  attempted  to  exstinguish,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  heavy  fire  1  kept  up,  but  which 
at  length  compelled  them  to  desist.  On  the 
6tli  and  7tb,  1  erected  another  furnace,  and 
mounted  on  tlie  hanks  of  the  river  two  more  24 
pounders,  which  had  been  hioug!it  up  from  the 
English  Turn,  by  the  exertions  of  Colonel  Cald¬ 
well,  of  the  drafted  militia  of  this  slate,  and 
brought  within  and  mounted  on  the  entrench¬ 
ments  on  this  side  the  river,  one  12  pounder 
in  addition  to  which,  General  Morgan,  command¬ 
ing  the  militia  on  this  side,  planted  two  brass  G 
pound  field  pieces  in  his  lines,  which  were  in¬ 
complete,  having  been  commenced  only  on  the 
4th ;  these  three  pieces  were  the  only  cannon 
on  the  line,  all  the  others  being  moiintc  •  on 
the  hank  of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
right  ot  General  Jackson’s  lines  on  the  opposite 
shores,  and  to  flank  the  enemy  should  they  at¬ 
tempt  to  mareh  up  the  road  leading  along  the 
levee,  or  erect  batteries  on  the  same,  of  course 
could  render  no  aid  in  defence  of  General  Mor¬ 
gan’s  lines.  My  battery  was  maiiucd  in  part 
from  the  crew  of  the  ship,  and  in  part  by  mili¬ 
tia  detailed  for  that  service  by  General  Morgan, 
as  I  had  not  seamen  enougli  fully  to  man  them. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  7th,  recoiiiioi- 
tred  the  enemy  at  Villere’s  plantation,  w  hose 
canal,  1  was  informed,  they  were  deepening  and 
opening  to  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
their  launches  in,  which  upon  examination  with 
my  glass  1  found  to  be  true,  and  informed  Gene¬ 
ral  Jackson  of  my  observations  by  letters,  copies 
of  which  1  enclose  herewith ;  a  reinforceind^t 
to  General  Morgan’s  militia  was  made  in  conse¬ 
quence,  consisting  of  absut  400  militia  from  Ken¬ 
tucky,  very  badly  armed  or  equipped,  the  gene¬ 
ral  not  having  arms  to  furnish  them,  who  arrived 
on  this  side  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  much  fa¬ 
tigued.  At  1  A.  M.  finding  that  the  enemy  bad 
succeeded  in  launching  their  barges  into  the  ri¬ 
ver,  I  despatched  my  Aid-de-camp,  Mr.  D.  B. 
Sbepperd,  to  inform  General  Jackson  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstance,  and  that  a  very  uncommon  stir  was- 
observed  ia  the  enemy’s  camp  and  batteries  oil 
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tlie  bankr  of  the  ri^er,  and  stating  again  the  ex- 
treine  neaknoss  of  this  side  the  river,  and  ur¬ 
ging  a  reinforcement.  I  would  have  immediate¬ 
ly  dropped  down  with  the  Louisiana  upon  their 
barges,  but  to  do  so  I  must  have  withdrawn  all 
the  men  from  the  battery  on  shore,  which  I 
deemed  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  exposed 
to  fire  by  hot  shot  fmm  the  enemy’s  batteries, 
mounting  six  long  18  |>ounders,  which  protected 
their  barges ;  and  at  this  time  she  had  on  hoard 
a  large  quantity  of  powder,  for  the  suppl y  of  her 
own  guns,  and  those  on  shore,  most  of  which  was 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  consequently  ex¬ 
posed  to  their  hot  shot. 

General  Morgan  despatched  the  Kentuckians 
iminediately  on  th^^ir  arrival,  about  5  A.  M.  to 
reinforce  a  party  which  had  be<‘U  <5ent  out  early 
on  the  night  of  the  7th,  to  watch  and  oppose  the 
Jamliug  of  the  enemy,  but  who  retreated  after  a 
few  sliot  from  the  enemy  within  the  lines  where 
they  were  imnaediatefy  posted,  in  their  station 
on  the  extreme  right.  At  daylight  the  enemy 
opened  a  heavy  cannonafle  upon  Gencnl  Jack- 
son’s  lines  and  iny  battery,  leading  their  troops 
under  cover  of  their  cannon  to  the  assatilt  of  the 
lines,  which  they  attempted  on  the  right  and 
left,  but  principally  on  tlie  latter  wing ;  they 
wc'e  met  by  a  most  incessant  fire  of  artillery  and 
nuisketry,  which  compelled  them  to  retreat 
with  precipitation,  leaving  the  ditch  filled,  and 
the  field  strewed  with  their  dead  and  wounded. 
My  battery  was  opened  upon  them  simultane¬ 
ously  with  those  from  our  lines,  tlanking  tlie  ene¬ 
my  both  in  his  advance  and  retreat  with  round, 
grape,  and  cannister,  w'hich  must  have  proved 
extreinf'ly  destructive,  as  in  their  haste  and  con¬ 
fusion  to  retreat,  they  crowded  the  top  of  the 
levee,  affording  us  a  most  advantageous  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  use  of  grape  and  cannister,  and 
which  I  used  to  the  greatest  advantage.  While 
thus  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  opjwsite 
shore,  I  was  informed  that  they  had  effected 
their  landing  on  tliis  side,  and  were  advancing  to 
Gen.  Morgan’s  breastwork.  I  immediately  or¬ 
dered  the  officers  in  command  of  my  guns,  to 
turn  them  in  their  embrazures,  and  point  them 
to  protect  General  Morgan’s  right  wing,  whose 
lines,  not  extending  to  the  swamp,  and  those 
weakly  manned,  I  apprehended  the  enemy’s  out¬ 
flanking  him  on  that  wing;  which  order  was 
promptly  executed  by  Captain  Henley  and  the 
officers  stationed  at  the  battery,  under  a  heavy, 
and  well  directed  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from 
the  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank  of  river ;  at 
this  time  the  enemy’s  force  bad  approached 
General  Morgan's  lines,  under  the  cover  of  a 
shower  of  rockets,  and  charged  in  despite  of  the 
fire  from  the  12  pounder  and  field  pieces  mount¬ 
ed  on  the  lines  as  belbre  stated,  when  in  a  few 
minutes  I  bad  the  extreme  mortification  and 
chagrin  to  observe  General  Morgan’s  right  wing, 
composed,  as  herein  mentioned,  of  the  Kentuc¬ 
ky  militia,  commanded  by  Major  Davis,  aban¬ 
don  their  breastwork,  and  flying  in  a  most 
ahamefu]  and  dastardly  manner,  almost  without 
a  shot ;  wtaiok  disgraceful  example,  after  firing 


a  few  rounds,  was  souu  ibiiowed  by  the  w'.iole  of 
General  Morgan’s  .cnminand,  imtwi  hstandiog 
every  exertion  was  made  by  him,  his  staff,  and 
several  officers  of  the  city  militia,  to  keep  them 
to  their  posts;  by  the  great  exertions  of  those 
officers,  a  short  stand  was  effected  ou  tiie  field, 
when  a  discharge  of  rockets  from  the  enemy 
caused  them  again  to  retreat,  in  such  a  manner, 
that  no  eUiirts  could  stop  them.  Finding  my¬ 
self  thus  abandoned  by  the  force  I  relied  on  to 
protect  my  battery,  1  was  most  reluctanily,  and 
with  inexpressible  pain,  after  destroying  my 
powder  and  spiking  my  cannon,  compelled  to 
abandon  them,  having  only  thirty  officers  and 
seamen  with  me.  A  part  of  the  miiitU  were 
rallied  at  a  saw  mill  canal,  about  two  inileg  ahore 
the  lines  from  which  they  had  fled,  and  there 
encamped.  I  ordered  the  Louisiana  to  be  warp¬ 
ed  up,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  supply  of 
ammunition,  and  mounting  other  cannon,  remain¬ 
ing  nnyself  to  aid  General  Morgan.  A  large  re¬ 
inforcement  of  militia  having  been  immediately 
despatched  by  General  Jackson  to  this  side,  eve» 
ry  arrangement  was  made  by  General  Morgan  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  position,  when  he 
precipitately  retreated,  carrying  with  him  the 
two  field  pieces,  and  a  brass  howitz,  after  having 
first  set  fire  to  the  platforms  and  gun  carriages 
on  my  battery,  two  saw  mills,  and  all  the  bridges 
between  him  and  General  Morgan’s  troops,  and 
recrossed  the  river,  and  secured  his  boats  by 
hauling  them  into  his  canal.  On  the  9th  we  re¬ 
occupied  our  former  ground,  and  recovered  alt 
the  cannon  in  my  battery,  which  I  immediately 
commenced  drilling  and  remounting.  And  on 
the  evening  of  the  lOtb,  had  two  24  pouuders 
mounted  and  ready  for  service,  on  the  left  flank 
of  a  new  and  more  advantageous  position. 

Fi*ora  the  10th  to  the  present  date,  1  have 
been  much  engaged  in  mounting  my  12  pounders 
along  the  breastwork,  erected  by  Gen.  Morgan, 
now  on  this  new  position,  having  three  24  pound¬ 
ers  (with  a  furnace)  to  front  the  river,  and 
flink  Gen.  Jackson’s  line  ou  the  opposite  baol^ 
from  which  we  fired  upon  the  enemy  wherever 
he  appeared  ;  our  present  ^losition  is  now  so 
strong,  that  there  is  nothing  to  apprehend  should 
the  enemy  make  another  attempt  on  this  side. 

To  Captain  Henley,  who  has  been  with  me 
since  the  destruction  of  his  schooner,  and  who 
w!is  wounded  on  the  8th,  I  am  much  indebted 
for  his  aid  on  every  occasion,  and  to  the  officer! 
commanding  the  different  guns  in  roy  battery, 
for  their  great  exertions  at  all  times,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  on  the  trying  event  of  the  8th.  The  ex¬ 
ertions  of  Gen.  Morgan,  his  staff  aiid  several  of 
the  officers  of  the  city  militia,  excited  ray  high¬ 
est  respect ;  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say,  that 
had  the  drafted  and  city  luilUia  been  alone  on 
lUiat  day,  that  1  believe  they  would  have  done 
I  much  belter;  but  the  flight  of  the  Kentiickiai^ 
paralyzed  their  exertions  and  proiluced  a  retreat, 
which  could  not  be  checked.  The  two  brasi 
field  pieces,  manned  entirely  by 'militia  of  the 
city,  were  admirably  served,  nor  were  they 
aWdooed  tin  deserted  by  their  comnuks,  one 
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of  which  were  rdmiiianded  by  Mr.  Hammer,  of 
Cjtp^  Simpson’s  comoany,  the  other  by  a 
Frf  firhrnan,  whose  nanfie  I  know  not.  The  12 
poiindtT  under  the  direction  of  acting;  midshi(>- 
man  Piiillibert,  was  served  till  the  last  moment, 
did  ii»eat  execution,  and  is' highly  extolled  by 
Gen.  Mortran.  The  force  of  the  enemy  on  this 
side  amounted  to  1,000  men,  and  from  the  best 
authority  I  can  obtain,  their  loss  on  this  side,  1 
have  since  learnetl,  was  97  killed  and  wounded  ; 
among  the  laiter  is  Col.  Thornton  who  com¬ 
manded  ;  of  the  former  5  or  6  have  been  disco¬ 
vered  buried,  and  lying  upon  the  field  ;  our  loss 
was  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  conside- 
vation  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

The  hon,  secretary  of  the  navy^ 

Washington  city. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Com.  Patterson  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Naiy. 

New-Orleans,  Jan.  27,  1815. 

Sir — The  <  nemy  having  retreated,  as  I 
had  the  honour  to  inform  you  by  my  letter 
of  the  20th  inst.  I  ha  ve  the  pleasing  duty 
only  left  of  reporting  to  you,  that  during  the 
late  most  eventful  struggle  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  this  important  portion  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  received  from  all  the  officers 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  eve¬ 
ry  aid  and  support  which  could  possibly  be 
rendered ;  they  have  been  exposed  to  extra-  ’ 
ordinary  hardships,  both  by  day  and  night, 
to  all  the  changes  of  this  unstable  clime,  in 
this  inclement  season  of  the  year,  perform¬ 
ing  the  most  anluous  duties  on  shore,  out  of 
the  line  of  their  profession,  independent  of 
their  ordinary  duties;  and  all  has  been 
borne  and  executed  with  a  cheerfulness 
’and  alacrity  that  reflects  upon  them  the 
highest  credit ;  and  that  the  unwearied  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  small  naval  force  on  this  sta¬ 
tion,  from  the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy, 
has  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  his 
expulsion,  is  freely  acknowledged  by  the 
gallant  general  commanding  the  land  forces, 
and  will  be,  I  trust,  by  all  who  have  wit¬ 
nessed  their  endeavours  to  effect  the  end, 
w’bich  has  so  happily  and  with  so  little  loss 
been  accomplished.'  It  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  have  in  all  cases  co  operated 
with  the  army  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
(heir  commander. 

Capt.  Henlev  merits  my  acknowledgments 
for  his  unremitted  attention  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  various  duties  committed  to  him, 
particularly  the  superin  tendance  of  the 
erection  of  two  batteries  on  the  Bayou 
Saint  John,  and  opposite  this  city.  Hb 


gallant  conduct  on  the  night  of  the  23d  ult, 
as  already  detailed,  (the  fire  from  the  Caro¬ 
line  proving,  as  I  have  since  learned,  truly 
destructive  to  the  enemy,  and  producing 
disorder  and  confusion  in  their  troops,  giv¬ 
ing  to  our  army  a  manifest  advantage)  and 
for  the  al)le  assistance  1  received  from  him 
when  serving  at  the  marine  battery  erected 
by  me  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  where 
he  remained  till  the  departure  of  the  enemy. 

To  Lieut.  Louis  Alexis,  commanding  the 
naval  arsenal  at  this  place,  I  am  greatly  in¬ 
debted  for  his  indefatigable  exertions  to 
furnish  the  various  munitions,  &c.  which 
were  constantly  required  for  the  navy,  army 
and  militia,  and  which  were  furnished  with 
a  promptitude  and  correctness  that  reflects 
upon  him  and  those  under  his  immediate 
command,  as  named  in  the  accompanying 
copy  of  a  letter  from  him,  and  the  greatest 
credit. — Hi^  services  and  merit  entitled 
him  to  the  notice  of  the  department. 

Great  credit  is  also  due  to  Lieut.  Charles 
C.  B.  'Fhompson  for  his  great  exertions  in 
fitting  his  ship  for  service,  with  a  crew  ob¬ 
tained  by  coertion  from  the  streets  of  the 
city,  composed  of  all  nations,  (English  exr 
cepted)  two  thirds  of  whom  could  not  speak 
or  understand  English,  for  the  spirited  fire 
supported  by  this  ship  on  the  28th  ult.  and 
his  continued  endeavours  to  annoy  the  ene¬ 
my  when  they  approached  within  the  range 
of  his  guns,  his  prompt  execution  of  my  or¬ 
ders,  particularly  in  landing  the  guns  from 
his  ship,  transporting  them  to  my  battery, 
and  his  attention  in  supplying  the  battery 
with  ammunition  from  his  ship,  in  whose 
magazine  it  was  deposited.  To  the  ac¬ 
companying  letter  from  him,  I  beg  leeve  to 
refer  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  merits  of 
his  officers,  all  of  whom  merit  the  enco¬ 
miums  passed  on  them. 

Lieut  Otho  Norris,  acting  Lieut.  Crow"- 
leyi  Messrs.  E.  Watkins  and  J.  Pelot,  mid¬ 
shipmen,  and  William  Livingston,  master’s 
mate,  who  were  stationed  at  heavy  cannon 
in  Gen^ackson’s  lines,  and  named  in  the 
letter  which  accompanies  this,  have  by  their 
gallant  conduct,  reflecteil  upon  the  navy 
great  credit,  and  merited  my  highest  ap¬ 
probation. 

Acting  Lieut.  Thomas  S.  Cunningham, 
commanding  gun-vessel  No.  65,  stationed 
at  Fort  Saint  Philips  solicited  and  obtained 
the  command  of  two  32  pounders,  which  are 
mounted  in  the  most  exposed  situation  at 
that  fort,  being  outside  the  walls,  which  he 
manned  with  his  crew,  and  rendered  great 
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services  to  the  officer  commanding  at  that 
post,  during  the  heavy  bombardment  by  the 
enemy  from  the  8th  to  the  11th  inst. 

Mr.  Thomas  Shields,  Purser  of  the  sta¬ 
tion,  and  Doctor  Robert  Morrell,  attached 
to  the  marine  corps  (who  volunteered  his 
services  in  any  way  they  could  be  useful) 
and  who  were  sent  by  me  with  a  flag  of 
truce  to  the  enemy  on  the  15th  ult.  support¬ 
ed  with  becoming  dignity  their  stations,  and 
commanded  from  the  enemy  that  respect 
which  was  due  to  them,  and  their  mission, 
during  their  detention  by  the  enemy,  pro¬ 
longed  beyond  what  I  could  have  possibly 
expected,  and  have  merited,  in  a  sjiecial 
manner,  my  approbation.  Of  those  officers 
and  Mr.  Richard  Dealey,  sailingmaster, 
whose  gallant  conduct  during  their  subse¬ 
quent  successful  ^expedition,  (a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  which  you  will  herewith  receive) 
reflects  upon  them  the  greatest  credit,  and 
merits  the  particular  notice' of  the  depart¬ 
ment 

Doctor  Lewis  Heerman,  hospital  surgeon, 
who,  wUh  my  sanction,  volunteered  his  ser¬ 
vices  to  aid  the  hospital  surgeon  of  the  ar¬ 
my  in  the  various  duties  devolving  uiK>n 
him,  from  the  number  of  our  own  sick,  and 
wounded  of  the  enemy,  is  thereby,  and  from 
the  uniform  attention  to  hiatfwoTessional  du¬ 
ties,  entitled  to  mv  acknowledgments,  as 
are  all  the  officers  of  the  medical  depart¬ 
ment.  For  the  particulars  of  his  services, 

I  refer  you  to  the  letter  to  him,  which  you 
will  herewith  receive, 

Mr.  John  K.  Smith,  navy  agent,  has,  by 
his  unremitted  attention  to  his  department, 
the  promptitude  with  which  he  has  furnish¬ 
ed  articles  for  both  the  navy  and  army, 
and  procuring  me  the  funds  that  were  ne¬ 
cessary  during  this  period  of  alarm  and 
confusion,  enabled  me  to  carry  on  my  ope¬ 
rations  in  conjunction  with  the  army  against 
the  enemy,  and  contributed  to  that  success 
with  which  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
have  Ijeen  crowned,  and  will  receive  my 
warmest  thanks.  His  services  rendered  in 
camp  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  cony  of 
a  letter  from  the  commanding  general  of  the 
19th  inst. 

To  Major  Carmick,  commanding  the  ma¬ 
rine  corns  on  this  station,  I  am  indebted, 
for  the  promptness  with  which  my  requi¬ 
sitions  on  him  have  been  complied  with, 
and  the  strong  desire  he  has  always  mani¬ 
fested  to  further,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power, 
my  views. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Shepherd,  who  very  handsome¬ 


ly  volunteered  bis  services  to  me,  and  acted 
as  my  aid-de-camp,  rendered  me  very  (essen¬ 
tial  assistance  by  the  uniform  promptitude 
with  which  he  bore  and  executed  my  vari¬ 
ous  orders,  merits  my  warmest  acknowledg¬ 
ments. 

Mr,  .1.  B.  Nevitt,  of  Natches,  formerly  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  who  left  his  home 
and  proffered  to  me  his  services,  has  ren¬ 
dered  me  important  assistance  fiom  his  prac¬ 
tical  knowiedge,  and  which  1  acknowledge 
with  much  pleasure. 

My  petty  officers,  seamen  and  marines, 
performed  their  duties  to  my  entire  satis¬ 
faction, 

I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  solicit  a  cofirmation 
of  their  present  rank  for  the  different  offi¬ 
cers  named  herein  and  in  the  accompanying 
letters,  acting  by  appointment,  as  also  lieu¬ 
tenants  Spedden  and  Me  Keever,  and  re¬ 
commend  them  all  as  meriting,  iu  a  special 
manner  the  notice  of  the  department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  con¬ 
sideration  and  respect,  your  obedient  ser¬ 
vant, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington  City. 

Lt.  C.  C.  H.  Thompson  to  Com,  Patterson, 
U.  S.  Ship  Louisiana, 
January  13th,  1815. 

Sir — I  have  heretofore  been  too  mpcli 
occupied  by  the  most  urgent  duty,  to  pay 
to  the  officers  whom  you  have  done  me  the 
honour  to  place  under  my  orders,  the  tri¬ 
bute  due  to  their  uncommon  merit — I  now 
seize  the  first  moment  which  could  be  spa¬ 
red  for  the  performance  of  that  delicate 
duty,  to  recommend  to  your  notice  and  pa¬ 
tronage  those  by  whose  ability  and  constant 
exertions  I  have  been  enabled,  under  the 
most  inauspeious  circumstances,  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  various  services  confided  to  me 
since  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  thk 
country.  I  will  not  trespass  on  your  atten¬ 
tion  by  adverting  to  the  quality  of  the  ship 
under  my  command :  But  will  state  a  fac^ 
necessary  to  he  known  in  order  to  form  a 
iust  estimate  of  my  officers,  that  2-3ds  of 
the  crew  w’ere  pressed,  under  a  law  of  the 
state,  a  few  days  before  the  enemy  landed. 
Under  those  discouraging  circumstances, 
we  went  into  action  on  the  28th  ult.  and  it 
is  to  the  talents  and  undeviating  attention 
of  Acting  Lieut.  Archibald  S.  Campl>el|, 
supported  by  the  activity  and  vigilance  of 
the  officers  whom  1  shall  hereafter  name. 
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that  such  a  result  was  produced  as  I  have 
already  had  the  honour  to  communicate. 

To  Lieut.  Campbell,  Sailing  Master 
Gates,  Midshipman  Daily,  and  Acting  Mid¬ 
shipman  Phillebert,  I  cannot  express  my 
gratitude  for  their  constant  attention  to 
duty,  and  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they 
performed  the  most  arduous  service  both  on 
board  and  on  shore,  in  assisting  to  construct 
and  serve  batteries.  My  warm  thanks  are 
likewise  due  to  Dr.  Marshall,  for  his  dili¬ 
gence  and  good  arrangement. 

Mr.  John  Quinn,  volunteer  from  the  mer¬ 
chant  navy,  and  Crosby,  acting  boatswain 
and  Mr.  Smith,  a  cting  gunner,  have  jier- 
fonned  much  service.  Tlie  acting  mid¬ 
shipmen  on  board  this  ship  deserve  war¬ 
rants.  Wilson  R.  Ennis,  acting  clerk,  vo¬ 
lunteered  several  times  to  serve  in  the  ad¬ 
vance  battery,  under  Mr.  Phillebert.  1  can¬ 
not  forbear  expressing  a  Iwlief  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  my  officers  and  men,  while  serving 
under  your  eye,  excited  your  w^armest  ap¬ 
probation.  I 

Accept,  if  you  please,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  high  respect  and  regani, 

CHARLES  C.  B.  THOMPSON. 
Com/  Danl.  T.  Patterson. 

Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Patterson,  | 

Headquarters,  7th  Military  District, 

Left  Bank  of  the  River,  19lii  Jan.  1815.  i 

Sir — The  enemy  having  at  length  been  | 
compelled  to  retreat  to  their  shipping,  1  feel 
it  a  duty  to  express  to  you  my  high  sense 
of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  your  officers 
and  seamen  stationed  on  this  bank  of  tlie 
river.  Lieut.  Norris,  who  commanded  a 
twenty-four  pounder,  and  Lieut.  Crowley, 
who  commanded  a  thirty-two  pounder,  dis¬ 
played,  during  the  several  engagements,  the 
utmost  skill  and  courage.  They  receive 
my  warmest  thanks,  and  have  merited  the 
gratitude  of  their  country. 

And  J.  F.  Pelott,  midshipman,  and  W m. 
Livingston,  masters’  mate  who  served  at 
those  batteries,  have  equally  entitled  them¬ 
selves,  by  their  good  conduct,  to  mine  and 
their  country’s  thanks. 

I  must  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to 
express  my  sense  of  the  obligations  you  and 
Captain  Henley  have  laid  me  under,  by  the 
active  and  important  services  you  have 
rendered  me  since  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  To  your  well  directed  exertions 
firom  the  other  side  of  the  river  must  be 
ascribed,  in  a  great  degree,  that  embarrasB- 


ment  of  the  cn<?my.  which  led  to  hisjguu- 
minious  flight.  It  ha-  aflbrded  me  the  high¬ 
est  satisfaction,  commodore,  that  there 
should  liave  existed,  during  I  he  whole  of 
this  interesting  crisis,  so  perfect  a  liarmony 
between  the  land  and  naval  forces,  in  which 
sentiment  1  am  sensible  you  fully  partici¬ 
pate. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  General  Commanding^ 

Cora.  Patterson. 

Same  to  Same^ 

Headquarters,  7th  Military  District, 
Commodore  Patterson. 

Sir — In  my  communication  of  this  day 
I  omitted  to  mention  the  satisfaction  with 
which  I  have  observed  the  zeal  and  dili. 
gence  with  which  Mr.  J.  K.  Smith,  the  na¬ 
vy  agent,  has  performed  all  the  duties  of 
co-operation,  that  were  entrusted  to  him, 
and,  as  far  as  came  under  ihy  observation, 
the  ability  with  which  he  has  done  the  du¬ 
ties  of  his  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  Gen.  Connn^dg, 

Same  to  Dr.  Heerman. 

Headquarters,  7tli  Military  District, 
27tli  January,  1815. 

Sir— The .  very  able  manner  in  which 
you  superintended  the  general  hospital, 
during  the  necessary  absence  of  Doctor 
Keer  at  camp,  demands  a  return  of  my  ac¬ 
knowledgments  and  thanks.  To  have  ten¬ 
dered  your  services  at  so  momentous  a  cri¬ 
sis,  for  so  important  a  duty,  is  proof  of  the 
honourable  and  patriotic  motives  which  gOf 
vern  you,  and  these  feelings,  exercised  as 
they  have  been,  will  enable  you  to  partici* 
pate  with  great  satisfaction  in  the  general 
joy  at  the  happy  deliverance  of  our  country 
from  its  invaders.  To  every  man,  whose 
exertions  were  employed  in  bringing  about 
this  glorious  event,  even  mitigating  the 
evils  necessarily  to  be  encountered  on  (he 
way  to  its  accomplishment,  the  gratitude  of 
his  country  is  due.  What  you  have  so 
justly  merited  you  will  certainly  receive. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  oliedient 
servant,  ANDREW  J  ACKSON, 

Major  Gen*  Comm^dg* 

Doct.  Heermair. 
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the  foot  of  an  inradiiiig  foe ;  a  more  terrible  ene* 
my  than  the  one  they  were  ready  to  eocounter^ 
had  nearly  overcome  them. 

Frost,  threatened  in  his  long  enjoyed  empire 
over  the  northern  lakes  of  America,  made  an  ef¬ 
fort  ill  December  last  to  establish  his  empire 
over  the  mouth  as  it  has  usurped  it  over  the 
head  of  the  Mississippi.*  Not  far  from  the  tro¬ 
pics,  the  ruthless  invader  shook  his  icy  bristles  ; 
for  a  fenr  days  the  mouth  of  our  creeks  were 
sealed  up  by  the  tyrant — but  assistance  was  at 
hand  from  above.  This  winter,  Mr.  President, 
was  fertile  in  prodigies.  A  genial  snn  bad  arisen 
in  the  west,  whose  powerful  and  revivifying 
rays  soon  expelled  the  monster  and  compelled 
him  to  fly  back  to  bis  uneontrouled  patrimonial 
haunts  in  the  caverns  of  the  lakes,  and  in  the  re¬ 
cess  of  tlie  wilderness  of  Canada,  a  forerunner, 
Mr.  President,  of  the  fate  which  in  a  few  days 
was  to  befal  his  coinvader  and  British  ally. 
Have  I,  Mr.  President  in  attempting  to  give  yoa 
an  idea  of  a  natural  phenomenon  in  Louisiana, 
given  you  a  true  picture  of  the  real  scenes  which 
in  the  mean  time  were  acting  on  that  interesting 
theatre  ? 

Yet  during  the  temporary  reign  of  the  tyrant, 
our  soldiers,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  un¬ 
prepared  to  withstand  his  attacks,  were  suffering 
severely.  Are  those  brave  men  who  have  sacri¬ 
ficed  every  thing  to  run  to  the  relief  of  their  dis¬ 
tant  friends,  to  be  doomed  to  fall  a  victim  to 
their  own  generosity  ?  Forbid  it  humanity,  for¬ 
bid  it  patriotism,  forbid  it  gratitude ! 

I  wish,  Mr.  President,  I  had  it  in  my  power 
to  delineate  with  proper  colours  the  interesting 
spectacle  which  New  Orleans  exhibited  in  those 
distressing  days.  Not  a  man  iineugaged  in  re¬ 
pelling  the  enemy,  not  a  woman  not  aflRirding 
the  most  zealous  assistance  and  co-operation  m 
preparing  clothing  and  every  other  necessary 
comfort  for  their  protectors.  Accompany  m€5, 
Mr.  President,  within  those  walls,  a  few  days  ago 
the  assyluiii  of  hundreds  of  young  females, 
taught  by  the  precepts  and  by  the  examples 
their  pious  and  respectable  mistress^  all  the  vir¬ 
tues  and  ail  the  aceomplishtnents,  which  are 
soon  to  be  the  ornaments  of  society.  How 
changed  is  the  scene  ?  Those  gates  never  before 
opeiie<l  but  to  religion,  are  now  Uirown  open  for 
the  reception  of  suffering,  of  bleeding  humanity. 
Under  the  pious  direction  of  their  respectable 
religious  chief  the  nunnery  of  New  Orleans  is 
converted  into  an  hospital  for  oar  sick  and 
wounded.  The  holy  flame  spreads  with  rapidi¬ 
ty.  Every  soldier  in  a  distant  land  has  found  a 
brother.  Every  sick  individual  has  found  a  fa¬ 
mily. 

Mr.  President,  I  rejoice,  tijat  the  resolution  re¬ 
ported  by  the  honoiirahle  chairman  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  committee  embraces  the  cases  1  have  brief- 


DKFKNCR  OF  NEW-OULEANS. 

In  Senate — Fehruarif  1.^. 

MR.  FROMENTIN’S  REMARKS, 

Qn  the  Resolution  reported  by  Mir,  Giles^  ch(iir~ 
man  of  the  military  committee^  expressive  of 
the  kii'h  sense  entertained  by  Con$rress  of  the 
patriotism  and  good  conduct  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana  and  New^Orltans  during  the  late 
military  operations  bfore  that  city, 

Mr.  pRESiDErrT— The  resolution  now  under 
consideration  seems  to  call  for  a  few  remarks 
from  those  who  have  the  honour  to  represent  on 
this  floor  the  country  upon  whose  inhabitants  the 
mark  of  signal  favour  contemplated  by  the  reso¬ 
lution  is  now  proposed  to  be  conferred.  It  would 
ill  become  me  on  this  occasion  to  affect  a  vain 
modesty,  equally  injurious  to  the  virtues  which 
have  deserved,  and  to  the  generous  discernment 
which  is  going  to  bestow  approbation. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  often  been  called  up¬ 
on  since  the  beginning  of  this  war  to  give  thanks 
to  the  intrepidity  of  our  military  leaders,  and  to 
the  undaunted  bravery  of  their  troops.  Wc 
have  Just  now,  by  an  imaniiiioiis  vote,  awarded 
the  same  tribute  to  Jackson  and  to  his  followers. 
To  Jackson — this  name  henceforth  wants  none 
of  the  meretricious  epithets  of  courtesy — To 
Jackson,  whose  laurels  on  the  ever- memorable 
8th  of  January  will  adorn  the  fairest  page  of  A- 
raerican  military  history — To  Jackson,  whose 
iinhearu-of achievements,  having  no  precedents  in 
the  past,  seem  to  b!<l  defi  ince  to  the  future. 
Througli  this  beloved  general  we  gave  the  same 
unanimous  thanks  to  his  followers.  I  will  not, 
sir,  give  them  the  sirname  of  invincibles ;  be  it 
enough  for  their  glory  that  they  have  proved  to 
the  world,  that  if,  until  they  landed  in  Louisiana, 
the  soldiers  of  Lord  Wellington  had  been  un- 
conquereil,  they  were  not  iinconqjierable. 

Sir,  with  heartfelt  gratitude  1  Joined  in  the 
vote  just  given  in  honour  of  those  valiant  men. 
Let  us  now  pass  from  the  review  of  tlie  brilliant 
and  exterminating  virtues  on  the  field  of  battle, 
to  the  contemplation  of  the  modest  and  saving 
virtues  exhibited  in  the  city  of  New-Orleans. 

So  far  had  the  campaign  in  Florida  been  pro¬ 
longed  beyond  the  time  contemplated  at  its  be¬ 
ginning,  that  winter  was  threatening  before  the 
Tennessee  militia,  nndcr  Gen.  Coflee,  hastily 
collected  for  a  summer  expedition,  were  dis- 


*  It  la  a  fact  not  lew  true  than  extraordinary,^ 
that  on  the  of  December  la^t,  w  hen  the  Ft.. 
Lawrence  and  the  northern  lakes  were  quite  free 
from  ke,  the  Bayou  St.  John,  behind  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  was  frozen  ever. 
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l3r  alluded  to.  Sir,  Talo'ur  is  the  natural  growth 
of  every  clime  of  this  extensive  empire.  Even 
in  the  yery  few  actions  during  this  war  in  which 
victory  did  not  perch  on  onr  banners,  as  evinced 
by  a  late  celebrated  case  connected  with  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  this  city,  scrutinising  justice  has  pronoun¬ 
ced  that  example  of  conspicuous  individual  bra¬ 
very  have  not  been  wanting.  1  shall  always  be 
proud  of  the  opportunity  atforded  to  pay  to  cou¬ 
rage  the  just  tribute  due  to  it  by  agrateful  people. 
But  when  it  is  right  thus  to  encoiiiage  valour,  can 
it  be  wrong  to  encourage  humanity  ?  Valour,  hu¬ 
manity — inseperable  sisters !  The  first  has  de¬ 
livered  our  country  from  an  invading  foe — the  se¬ 
cond  has  healed  the  wounds  of  a  bleading  friend 
and  of  a  bleeding  enemy,  since  no  longer  with 
arms  in  his  hands,  to  be  treated  as  a  friend : 
Both  united  will  continue  to  secure  to  our  arms 
the  favour  of  an  avenging  and  merciful  God,  and 
will  wrest  from  a  vanquished  enemy,  and  obtain 
from  an  admiring  world,  the  applause  due  to  a 
conqueror,  terrible  in  battle,  in  victory  merciful. 


DIVISION  ORDER. 

AssUtonU  Adjutant  General's  office ^  \$t  Division^ 
New^York  State  Militia, 

New-York,  March  1, 1815. 

The  Major  General  hastens  to  communicate  to 
bis  division,  the  following  general  orders,  dated 
headquarters,  Albany,  February  22d. 

**The  commander  in  chief  announces  with 
the  most  heartfelt  satishact ion  to  the  militia  of 
the  state  of  New-York,  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  In  congratulating  them  on  this 
auspicious  event,  he  cannot  withhold  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  his  praise  and  gratitude  for  the  prompti¬ 
tude  and  fidelity  with  which  they  have  on  all 
•ccasions  obeyed  the  various  calls  of  service  in 
defence  of  the  state,  which  its  safety  compelled 
him  to  make. 

**  While  he  applauds  their  soldierlike  deport¬ 
ment  in  arms,  and  the  fortitude  which  they  have 
evinced  under  the  privations  and  sufferings  of 
war,  he  cannot  but  hope  that  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  an  honourable  peace,  the  smiles  of  an 
approving  conscience,  and  the  gratitude  of  a 
virtuous  and  patriotic  people,  will  be  regarded 
by  them  as  an  ample  reward  for  their  services. 

“  The  commander  in  chief  is  especially  char¬ 
ged  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
convey  to  the  militia  of  this  state,  his  thanks  for 
the  patriotism,  zeal,  and  perseverance,  so  emi¬ 
nently  displayed  by  them,  in  defence  of  the 
rights  of  their  country. 

**  By  order  of  the  commander  in  chief, 

“  SOL.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 
Adjutant  General.*’ 

The  major  general  has  much  pleasure  in  assu¬ 
ring  the  officers  and  men  of  the  division,  that 
they  will  receive  fuel  for  the  whole  term  of 
their  service  during  the  last  year,  for,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  order  already  issued  for  fuel  for  the 
month  of  November,  the  following  order  will 
entitle  them  t#  receive  it  for  the  two  months 
previous 


Extract  from  General  Orders,  dated  Adjutant 
General's  office,  3d  M,  D, 

New- York,  March  1, 1815.’ 

“  Colonel  Post,  quarter  master  general,  wHI 
issue  to  the  officers  and  corps  of  the  Militia  in 
service  in  September  and  October  last,  their  al¬ 
lowance  of  fuel  for  those  months,  agreeable  to 
the  then  regulations  of  the  United  States  ser¬ 
vice.”  By  command, 

THOMAS  CHRISTIE, 

Ass.  AdJ.  3d  M.  D. 

The  division  quarter  roaster  will  cause  the 
proper  requisitions  to  be  made  out,  to  carry  im¬ 
mediately  into  effect,  the  above  order. 

By  order  of  Major  Gen.  Stevens, 
JAMES  G.  KING,  Ass.  Adj.  Gen. 

First  Division  N.  Y.  State  Militia. 


CONGRESS. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Vebniary  24. 
RELATIONS  WITH  ALGIERS. 
The  Ibllowing  report,  yesterday  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  house  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  : 

•*  The  acting  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  bouse  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  15th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  LTnited  States  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  that  house  such  informatioii  as  he 
shall  deem  necessary  to  be  communicated,  touch¬ 
ing  the  state  of  relations  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Barbary  Powers,  has  the 
honour  to  state,  that,  according  to  the  latest  ac¬ 
counts  from  Morocco,  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  our  re¬ 
lations  with  those  [lowers  remained  upon  their 
former  footing,  nor  is  there  any  particular  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  that  any  change  has  since  taken 
place. 

It  will  appear  by  the  documents  accompany¬ 
ing  the  message  of  the  president  to  congress  on 
the  17tli  Novemlier,  1812,  that  the  Dey  of  Al¬ 
giers  had,  violently,  and  without  just  cause, 
obliged  the  Consul  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
American  citizens  then  in  Algiers,  to  leave  that 
place,  in  a  manner '  highly  offensive  to  their 
country  and  injurious  to  themselves,  and  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  treaty  then  subsisting  between  the 
two  nations.  It  a^ipears,  moreover,  tliat  In^  ex¬ 
acted  from  the  consul,  under  pain  of  immedi¬ 
ate  imprisonment,  a  large  sum  of  money,  to 
which  he  had  no  claim  but  what  originated  in  his 
own  injustice. 

These  acts  of  violence  and  outrage  have  been 
I  followed  by  the  capture  of,  at  least,  one  Ame- 
I  rican  vessel,  and  by  the  seizure  of  an  American 
citizen  on  board  a  neutral  vessel.  The  unfortu¬ 
nate  persons,  thus  captured,  are  yet  held  in  cap¬ 
tivity,  with  the  exception  of  two  of  them,  who 
have  been  ransomed.  Every  effort  to  obtain  the 
release  of  the  others  has  provt.'d  abortive ;  and 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
held  by  the  Dey  as  a  means  by  which  he  calcu¬ 
lates  to  extort  from  the  Unit^  States  a 
ding  Treaty.  JAMES  MONROE,  , 

Department  qfSUUe,  Feb^  20^  1815. 


